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Our New President 


{It is customary to include in our December issue some 
biographical notes on the President for the forthcoming 
year. On this occasion we are happy to substitute for the 
factual account a personal tribute by an octogenarian 
member of the Association—Mr. B. M. Headicar, F.L.A.., 
formerly Librarian, British Library of Political and 
Economic Science, and Director, Inter-Allied Book 
Centre.—Epb.] 


| AM delighted to know that the Library 

Association has been privileged to have Earl 
Attlee as its President for the forthcoming year. 

I have known him for 45 years, ever since he 
became Lecturer in Social Science in 1913 at the 
London School of Economics, where I was 
Librarian. The Library, of course, had to provide 
the working tools for the Department. Naturally, 
Mr. Attlee and I were in constant discussion. 
Libraries and books were ever in our thoughts. 
I soon learned to admire Mr. Attlee, whom I 
found to be a very modest man, full of sweet 
reasonableness, never attempting to force his 
views on one. Our close association extended over 
ten years at the School, although part of the time 
he was on war service, where he became a Major 
and a casualty. When he entered Parliament in 
1922, naturally his time was largely taken up and 
only rarely did I have the chance of a talk with 
him. He was an enthusiastic supporter of the 
Stepney Public Libraries. More than once he 
bemoaned the existence of the penny rate limit. 
When the 1919 Libraries Act came into operation, 
he was overjoyed at the possibility of making the 
libraries what they should be, and he stopped me 
in the street one day and with evident delight said, 
**Headicar, I have most important news for you— 
Stepney has just levied the highest library rate in 
London.” I think the new amount was 6d. in the 
pound. What an opportunity! So far, with a 
population somewhat the same as Westminster, 
but with a rateable value about one-fourth as 
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(Photo: Elliott & Fry 
The Rt. Hon. Earl Attlee, K.G., O.M., C.H. 


high, Stepney had no possible chance of making 
the developments on the right scale to permit an 
efficient service. High praise to the Stepney 
people to accept an additional fivepence on the 
rate, without demur. That meeting with Mr. 
Attlee has stuck in my mind ever since. His 
effervescent joy suggested he must have won a big 
competition. I suppose he had, really. 

It was not until 1947 that I got really into 
personal touch with Mr. Attlee again, and it 
was one of the greatest events of my life. When 
the Inter-Allied Book Centre was closing down 
its operations, the committee thought it advisable 
to have a farewell gathering of supporters and to 
have someone of importance and influence to 
address the meeting. I suggested that Mr. Attlee 
would be the man for the occasion, but those 
present thought that it would not be practicable 
for the Prime Minister (as he was then) to find 
time for what could hardly be called a national 
event. I said I believed I could persuade Mr. 
Attlee, remembering our past friendship, and I 
was allowed to make the attempt. I wrote him, 
and in a day or two received a reply, stating that 
he would very gladly do what I had asked for. 
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I mention this at length, because it was a time of 
great difficulty in national affairs and of great 
pressure on the Prime Minister, with endless 
discussion on matters of vital importance to the 
people of this country. To give up a whole 
afternoon in such circumstances must surely have 
meant a great sacrifice. It was, | know, Mr. 
Attlee’s recognition of the important work of the 
Inter-Allied Book Centre, coupled with his love 
of books and of their power for good, which 
impelled him to his decision. It was a great occa- 
sion which brought added prestige to the Library 
Association, and an inspiring and appreciative 
address from the Prime Minister to hundreds of 
librarians and eleven ambassadorial represen- 
tatives. To my mind it was a really historic 
occasion for the Library Association, which 
sponsored the whole scheme, and brought it to 
success. 

Once again Mr. Attlee remembered me when 
he supported the presentation to me on my 
80th birthday anniversary on 16th January, 1955 
—a joint effort of the L.A. and the Roya! Insti- 
tute of Public Administration. I cherish his auto- 
graph in the little volume handed to me on the day. 

Earl Attlee’s writings are well known to most 
of us: authoritative, sincere, without bias, no 
harsh words or abuse of anybody. Perhaps | 
might mention here one of his most brilliant 
contributions. I mean the really wonderful 
review of Lord Montgomery’s Memoirs, in two 
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pages of the Observer of 2nd November, 1958. 
Most of the events in the volume covered the 
years 1940 onwards, when Earl Attlee was 
Deputy Prime Minister, while Sir Winston 
Churchill concentrated on winning the war. 
Naturally, Earl Attlee was very much inside 
matters during this period, and his review of the 
Memoirs can be construed as an admirable 
corrective of part of our military history. On the 
same pages of this review will be found a fas- 
cinating portrait, and an unusual one, of the 
writer at work on his review. 

There have been many people of distinction in 
all walks of life before among the Past Presidents 
of the Library Association, but I feel no one is 
better qualified to act as such than the President- 
Elect. Why do I think so? Because Earl Attlee’s 
career, from plain Secretary to Prime Minister 
and then to an Earldom, is a graduation by the 
hard way. By sheer meritorious services he has 
been accorded a dignity which should be reserved 
for such. 

I am sure that in the coming year Earl Attlee’s 
influence in the House of Lords will be weighty 
and wise. Coming debates on local government 
and libraries will, in all probability, require and 
receive his attention. I know that the knowledge 
of the ideas and policies of the Library Asso- 
ciation which Earl Attlee will acquire during his 
term of office will serve him in good stead, and 
he will assuredly make use of them to advantage. 


A Danish Tour 


By W. B. STEVENSON, F.L. 


UR first impressions of Denmark and the 
Danes came to us shortly after we left 
Harwich on 15th June, for the Kronprins Frederik, 
our ship, proved a Denmark in miniature—neat, 
clean, with everything in good taste, abundant 
with good food and drinks, and complete with 
cheerful and good-humoured inhabitants. Fifteen 
librarians from England and Wales set out on the 
tour, and we were a compact and representative 
group: senior assistants, children’s librarians, 
cataloguers and one chief, with public, university 
and special libraries all represented. We were 
reluctant to leave our well-found ship but, replete 
with a good Danish lunch, heaved ourselves and 
our bags ashore and made for the Lyntog train 
that was to take us across Denmark to Copen- 
hagen. 
Second impressions were equally favourable: 


\., Borough Librarian, Hornsey Public Libraries 


the green countryside, the red roofs (steeper than 
in Britain), the fields cultivated right to the edge, 
the colourful barns and the innumerable Danish 
flags flying bravely everywhere. The exciting 
Little Belt bridge between the two islands, the 
brief view of Odense, the pleasant journey across 
the water on the Nyborg-Korsor ferry, all 
quickened our excitement. Copenhagen an- 
nounces itself with strings of neat week-end 
houses, a spacious trunk motor road, handsome 
factories, small lakes and then the city itself: 
finally, on the platform of the vast and curiously 
quiet station we found the tall figure and smiling 
face of Vagn Isaksen, our guide for the tour. 
The impression one gains from the guide-books 
is that the Mission hotels might be bleak; not so 
—we found them ail pleasant places to stay in. 
Our bedroom in Copenhagen overlooked a 














DECEMBER 1958 


spacious square and the imposing bulk of the 
Frederiksberg Town Hall. Tired as we all were, 
we spent, inevitably, our first evening at Tivoli, 
and were charmed by its theatres, flowers and 
lights, its restaurants, and the general air of good- 
humoured gaiety. 

The next morning a coach was waiting to take 
us cn a sight-seeing tour of Copenhagen: but our 
first stopping place, the Voldepark School, 
proved so fascinating that we had time for little 
else but a glimpse of Grundtvig’s Church, which 
is not only remarkable as architecture, but as a 
monument to one of Denmark’s greatest men. 
In the afternoon the serious business of the tour 
began with a visit to the State Library Inspec- 
torate: here we met for the first time two Danish 
colleagues and heard that gracious word 
Willkommen that was to become so familiar. 
Mr. Iversen and Mr. Kok treated us to an infor- 
mal talk on the State Library Inspectorate and 
the Danish Library School. We puffed serenely 
at the cigars provided for us, made notes, and 
submitted our colleagues to a barrage of ques- 
tions. We learned about the liberal State grants 
to libraries: 80 per cent of the first 25,000 kroner 
provided annually by local grants, 40 per cent of 
the next 25,000, and 25 per cent of everything in 
excess of 50,000 kroner(1). There are 1,350 public 
and parish libraries in Denmark, and 180 
separate children’s libraries. There seems to be no 
obvious division between town libraries and 
county libraries. The State Inspectorate compile 
lists of books recommended for purchase and 
supervise the allocation of library grants. There 
is some control of book selection, the emphasis 
being on the cultural side, but the control is by 
no means rigid (2). 

The Danish Library School is responsible for 
the training of all librarians. Education is free for 
all students, and the school is divided into two 
sections, one for public libraries, the other for 
research and special libraries. Students are not 
accepted at the school unless they already have 
a position in a library. There is, therefore, after 
six months’ “‘aspirant-service”’ in a library, a six 
months’ preparatory course at the school. This is 
followed by two years’ practical service in a 
library. Training ends with a final one-year main 
course at the school. Students are admitted to the 
preparatory course on a chief librarian’s recom- 
mendation, and after some preliminary study. 
The main course consists of about 250-300 
lessons. 

Our second day in Copenhagen was our most 
strenuous, for we visited two libraries and the 
Danish Bibliographic Institute. The Copenhagen 
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Central Library, opened in the spring of 1957, 
must be the most modern Central Library in 
Europe: it is the centre of a large office building, 
of which it occupies 45 per cent of the space, 
three-and-a-half floors and part of the basement. 
There are about 65,000 volumes on the open 
shelves, and an additional 170,000 volumes in 
the stacks. The library is departmentalized, books 
for reference and lending being housed together. 
Each department has its own catalogue and 
librarian in charge. The central lending library, 
which is on two floors, one of them a gallery, 
contains a union catalogue of all departments. 
The Central Library services sixteen branch 
libraries. All cataloguing is centralized. The main 
building also contains a home bindery, directors’ 
offices, accounts and secretariat, a department 
dealing with libraries for hospitals and the armed 
forces, and a committee room. 

The impact of this great library on fifteen 
British librarians, starved for new buildings, was 
tremendous. Everywhere there was space, light, 
beautiful furniture, ingenious planning—even 
luxury. We stared, we admired, we talked to the 
members of the amiable and helpful staff, we took 
photographs. The shelving (steel and padouk) 
the comfortable chairs, the neat individual tables 
which locked together, the periodical racks, the 
sorting cabinets for the charging system: these 
and many other details were discussed and 
admired. Mr. Rolf, the deputy librarian, who 
conducted us round, the building murmured 
frequently and despairingly, “We go on!’’ And 
we went on, for three hours, till we arrived in the 
spacious committee room on the second floor 
to be welcomed by Mr. Thomsen, the City 
Librarian, and cheered by the arrival of a member 
of the staff, wheeling a gigantic teapot on a 
trolley. General conversation, speeches, cigars— 
we came into the sunshine outside dazed, a little 
awestruck, considerably richer for the experience, 
and agreeing that a three-day visit would have 
been better than three hours (3). 

A brief visit to the Danish Bibliographic Office 
followed: here we were introduced to an organiza- 
tion that produces, in addition to the index of 
books published, a series of printed catalogue 
cards, a periodical index, a newspaper index, 
accessions lists of special libraries, bibliographies, 
and an endless stream of booklets for adults 
and children (4). The charming young director 
who described all this to us, smoking her cheroot 
the while, made it all appear very simple and very 
practical. We retired to lunch, dazed by Danish 
charm and hospitality. 

Most of the afternoon was spent in the Royal 
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Library of Denmark, a building which for once 
was not efficient. It is difficult to speak a foreign 
language intelligibly: more difficult to speak it 
fluently; Mr. Jacobsen, who showed us round 
the Royal Library, accomplished the impossible: 
he was witty. We spent the afternoon in a 
continuous burble of laughter at his wisecracks; 
he described the building as an architectural 
monument, built almost without regard to book 
or staff accommodation. We moved to the fourth 
floor in a drunken book lift, paced endless stacks, 
penetrated into dungeon-like basements, looked 
at fine bindings and incunables, books in every 
language in the world. We emerged panting into 
the sunshine and indefatigably started to explore 
the magnificent shops on the Amagertorv. It says 
something for our stamina that many of us were 
in Tivoli again that evening, some even at a night 
club. 

The Danish Council wisely had arranged the 
next day as a coach tour, and we toured the three 
great castles of North Zealand, visiting the 
castles of Frederiksborg, Fredensborg and 
Kronborg (Elsinore). Here our guide, Vagn 
Isaksen, really got into his stride, never at a loss 
for factual information, always ready in an 
emergency, knowing when we wanted to linger, 
when to urge us on. It was a memorable day: the 
beauty and intimacy of the castles, the green 
countryside, the views of Sweden across the 
sound, our lunch in a charming little inn, the 
happy atmosphere—it was all very good. In the 
morning we paid a brief—all too brief—visit 
to the Horsholm library, the most modern 
library in Denmark—so modern that even the 
Danes are not quite sure of it. As we opened the 
glass doors and entered this one-room library, 
we all gasped, for never had we seen such a 
blaze of colour and such brilliant design. The 
steel shelving, made in Sweden, is backed by 
panels in pure yellows, scarlets, greens and 
purples. The readers recline in circular chairs of 
the most advanced design: the whole building 
sparkles with light, colour, and the enthusiasm 
of the staff. The inspiration, I understand, comes 
from the Manor Branch at Sheffield. The Danish 
genius for design has made it into the most 
perfect small library I have ever seen (5). 

There was again no sign of weariness next 
morning as, full of a good Danish breakfast, we 
embarked, in the rain, on a tour of the Frederiks- 
berg library system. We saw three branch libraries 
in rapid succession, each more delightful than the 
last. The most lasting impression was left by the 
Sondermark library, part of a block of flats. It 
was beautifully arranged and furnished, spacious 
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and well lit. The Central Library at Fredriksberg 
was obviously the power house of an efficient 
library organization which, in addition to the 
usual services, provides for old people and 
doctors, and organizes an administrative library 
at the Town Hall. The building itself is about 
twenty years old, but by British standards is still 
very modern. The fine entrance hall, the large 
lending library with its gallery, a splendid refer- 
ence room with a fine collection of periodicals, 
the children’s library and study rooms—all 
showed a library working at top level efficiency. 
Mr. Laursen, the librarian, who had patiently 
showed us round the branches, handed us over to 
his departmental librarians, and we spent a happy 
and instructive morning with them. We duly 
trooped down into the lecture hall to the “simple 
meal” to which we had been invited: it lasted 
two hours, and was one of the happiest occasions 
of our tour; there was a welcome from Pastor 
Holm, Chairman of the Libraries Committee, 
two brief speeches, and a period of relaxed 
companionship with our Danish colleagues whom 
we found genial, forthright and, like Chaucer’s 
Clerk, glad to learn and teach. 

Another afternoon of sightseeing, a wonderful 
evening walk round the spacious avenues of 
Copenhagen, a glimpse of the Little Mermaid, the 
Gefion fountain and the four royal palaces; 
and we finally assembled on the after deck of our 
ship bound for Aarhus, regretfully watching the 
lights of Copenhagen, that gracious city, fade 
into the darkness. 

But Aarhus was no anti-climax. Our hotel was 
modern and comfortable, next to Jacobsen’s 
magnificent Town Hall. By nine o'clock next 
morning we were in the State Library, a fine 
building of late nineteenth-century architecture, 
bulging with books (600,000 of them) congested 
from basement to cellar. The ultra-modern 
University buildings which we next visited made 
a great impression on us. The great hall with its 
minstrel’s gallery was splendid, the auditorium 
stately in its bare simplicity. The faculty libraries 
seemed to have been assembled with extra- 
ordinary care, every important book on a subject 
being on the shelves, whatever its language. The 
students’ hostels, housed in six subsidiary buil- 
dings, were simply but charmingly furnished. 
During the War, these buildings were the head- 
quarters of the Gestapo: with grim gusto, Dr. 
Hannestad told us how the buildings were 
flattened, one by one, by R.A.F. Mosquitoes, 
with only minor damage to the University. 

Aarhus is a flourishing city, clean and pleasant 
to live in. Great blocks of flats tower on the 
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Sondermark Library, Frederiksberg 


hillsides; most of the communities are on district 
heating; there is an air of planning and efficiency, 
softened by many parks, gardens and flowers, 
and much statuary. The Old Town, consisting of 
ancient buildings from the overcrowded centre, 
has been rebuilt in a spacious park, and we had 
a pleasant evening ramble there and through the 
great Botanic Garden. 

We had an extensive tour of the public libraries 
of Aarhus under the guidance of Mrs. Holm, the 
deputy librarian. The Central Library is about 
twenty years old, but well kept and well organized. 
We saw two branch libraries, one of them par- 
ticularly charming, situated on two floors of an 
office building in the centre of one of the com- 
munities. We also saw the newest community 
library—that of Viby; a very modern building 
of pre-stressed concrete construction, with an 
attractive lending library and a reading room 
which was in full view of the lending library 
counter in a deep alcove up some steps. There 
was a fine lecture room in the basement, exceed- 
ingly well equipped and beautifully furnished. 


We learned in Aarhus something about the 
salaries of librarians in Denmark, which are on 
a similar scale to those of teachers: the young 
qualified librarian receives a salary of about 
16,800 kroner* per annum, and about 15,400 if 
he is unmarried (this distinction runs through the 
whole salary scheme, but is shortly to be 
removed). The scales run up to about 29,000 
kroner and the differentiation between various 
grades of librarian is less than in Britain. The 
average librarian in charge of a department 
will receive about 18,500 kroner per annum. 

From Aarhus we set off on an extended tour of 
the countryside, visiting Rye, the Himmelbjerget 
(“the Sky Mountain’) which is the highest 
mountain in Denmark, about 500 feet high. 
After visiting Jelling and seeing the Runic Stones, 
we eventually arrived at Vejle, our final destina- 
tion. 

The Vejle Library, built in 1935, was the oldest 
library we had seen in Denmark. Mr. Knudsen, 
who showed us round, was quite convinced that 

* The kroner is worth about one shilling. 
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he would have a new library in a few years’ time. 
His building would have satisfied all but the most 
exacting of British librarians, and though it was 
certainly congested with books, it was spotlessly 
kept and well organized. A curious provision here 
was that readers from outside communities could 
use the library free if they borrowed non-fiction, 
but were charged a subscription of five shillings 
a year if they borrowed fiction. As is usual in 
Denmark, the Central Library is responsible for 
all school libraries in the city and its communities; 
the school libraries being administered by a 
committee of officials with the librarian as 
secretary. Vejle, being the last library we saw in 
Denmark, summed up our general impressions of 
Danish librarianship: great efficiency in organiza- 
tion and cataloguing; meticulous book selection 
and a concentration on non-fiction issues and 
work with children. Although the libraries were 
all beautifully decorated and furnished, the books 
on the shelves were always rather sombre, due to 
the fact that most Danish books are issued in 
paperbacks, and bound in a uniform manner 
before they go into circulation. There were few 
book displays, the only ones we saw being of the 
simplest kind: every library we saw was working 
in the Newark charging system, or one of its 
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variations. Copenhagen may, in the near future, 

go over to photo-charging. 

The Danish librarians we met were forward 
looking, optimistic, and most excellent com- 
panions. The tour, arranged by Det Danske 
Selskab, was varied, and we saw something of 
everything from village schools and churches, to 
farms and castles—all in addition to the many 
libraries we saw. No praise could be too high 
for Mr. Vagn Isaksen, our guide and friend for 
ten all-too-brief days. Denmark is a lovely 
country; its people most amiable and hospitable, 
and all of us would cordially recommend any 
British librarian to visit the country and its 
libraries. 
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Arkitektur, No. 2, 


The College Library .and Liberal 
Education 


By E. G. Baxter, M.A.. A. 


LTHOUGH by now we have heard many 


times what is liberal education and what is 
technical education, it is still necessary to state 
briefly one’s own view before embarking any 


discussion of the place of the college library in 
liberal education. I take liberal education to mean 
the training of the character, mental abilities, and 
aesthetic sense of the individual, as contrasted 
with technical education in the narrowest sense, 
which is training (not necessarily in science or 
engineering), having in view a particular employ- 
ment. Liberal education, in other words, seeks to 
develop the good life, the pursuit of goodness, 
truth and beauty. 

There are two main elements in any course of 
study—the subject matter studied and the method 
of study. It is true, of course, that the study of 
inanimate objects in the mechanical sciences and 
technology, by making an approach in a spirit 
of free enquiry, by studying original sources, by 
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measuring and weighing evidence, by studying 
the history and philosophy of the subject, can 
achieve a part of true education. Nevertheless, the 
subject matter of the social sciences, psychology, 
history, literature and the like, which reveal 
human beings in action, is inherently educative 
in that it deals with questions of human be- 
haviour, matters of right and wrong, the results of 
human actions in society as well as with the simple 
endeavour, which is the endeavour of all science 
(in the widest use of the term), to ascertain truth. 

While, indeed, a perfect mathematical solu- 
tion may have some aesthetic appeal, the study 
of differential equations will not so readily 
develop the sensibilities as do the practice and 
study of drawing and painting. Liberal studies 
are, then, different in kind from scientific studies; 
they are concerned with more than the facts of 
the physical world. 

Purpose has already been defined and if that 
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is accepted, the method must follow; it cannot be 
only the accumulation of facts and techniques by 
means of dictated notes, to be copied slavishly 
and churned out in answer to stock questions. 
Rather it must stimulate informed thought, 
independent opinion and intelligent controversy, 
which involves, among other things, independent 
reading and a knowledge of how to use books and 
libraries to the best advantage. 

Turning, then, to the part the library has to 
play, and if we may assume that there is a library 
with enough accommodation, a trained librarian 
with adequate assistance, and a book fund 
generously supplied by a beneficent local authority 
(large assumptions!), the next obvious essential 
is that the book-stock should cover very much 
more than science and technology. It is clear from 
what has already been said, and from observation 
of what liberal studies is being taken to mean in 
practice at such colleges as Portsmouth (1) and 
Rugby (2), that the scope of the library must be 
very wide; for the liberal studies policy proposed 
at Portsmouth it would have to embrace: 
English; English literature; visual arts; music; 
logic; public speaking; history (social, tech- 
nological, ideological); geography; economic; 
political and legal institutions; business affairs. 
Books on these topics need to be in the college 
library, not in a public library, however close 
at hand; a select, carefully-chosen collection is 
needed for students to browse over and use, with 
multiple copies of some books. 

| am not concerned here to argue the rightness 
or wrongness or the practicability of such sylla- 
buses or the inclusion or exclusion of one subject 
or another, but rather to state that, such being the 
present tendency of liberal education for tech- 
nical students, the library has to follow. I would 
prefer to use a different word than “follow’’, as 
the library should, if anything, always be a little 
ahead of the general run of the college courses 
and should always cover a wider field. Further- 
more, if there are colleges where liberal studies, 
when they come, are more restricted than those 
mentioned here, it should still be the library’s 
duty to cover the omitted subjects so that 
students at least have the opportunity to meet 
these subjects in the college library. 

To anyone who views present technical educa- 
tion with an open mind, or who reads official and 
professional literature, it is plain that in some 
respects all is not well—‘‘there is little doubt that 
many technical students have been put through 
a form of education which places them in danger 
of educational slavery. They do not expect to be 
asked to solve problems, they wait’ to be told 
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what to do. This is the result of their training; 
they have always memorized what they have 
been told to memorize and done what they have 
been told to do; on the other hand they have 
never been asked to pursue the study of a self- 
chosen topic with guidance’’ (3)—‘passive 
recipients of lecture notes” (4). 

The form of tuition, in both vocational and 
non-vocational subjects, should increasingly 
become such as to make necessary reading of 
certain prescribed books and periodical articles 
to fill out the information given in lectures. 
Time should be given for this reading in the 
college library. But more than this, longer term 
essays and projects can be set which involve 
not just reading set texts, but need independent 
searching and investigation. Students so engaged 
have to learn to use books and libraries and to 
work and think for themselves. 

Students should, therefore, receive instruction 
on how to get information from books, how to 
find their way around libraries, the use of refer- 
ence books, abstracts, bibliographies, catalogues, 
etc. This is as much an essential practical tech- 
nique for any kind of education as the ability 
to write plain English, if independent thought is 
to be encouraged and education is to continue 
after college. This aspect of “communication” 
does not always receive the attention it deserves; 
it is not much use giving courses on technical 
report writing if the student remains ignorant 
of how to acquire successfully the raw material 
on which to exercise his skill. 

This instruction may take various forms; in the 
early stages a simple introductory talk to small 
groups in the library, to show the student where 
the library is and overcome the initial reluctance 
to push past the door, where reference books are, 
what books may be borrowed, to acquaint him 
with the catalogue and the general rules and 
layout of the library; and a small printed guide 
could be available for those who wished to have 
one. Assuming that the student is sent to use the 
library during the next few years and that the 
library is well integrated with the teaching pro- 
gramme, he will acquire by use familiarity with 
much that, if given all at once in a lecture or 
series of lectures, wauid fall on deaf ears; at a 
later stage, perhaps the first year of H.N.C., or 
second year of Diploma or Associate courses, 
more detailed instruction should be given with 
particular reference to the main subjects studied 
and perhaps a special subject guide given to each 
student. 

The introductory talks should be given by the 
college librarian; he could well give the more 
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detailed subject bibliographies, as a trained 
librarian may well know more of this than the 
lecturers concerned, since for many lecturers this 
aspect of their own education has been neglected. 
If the teacher is able to do so, there is something 
to be said for giving him this work, thus making 
it plain that this is part of the necessary training 
in the subject; on the other hand, the librarian, 
if he is a competent speaker, can equally well 
do it, and this has the advantage of identifying 
the librarian still further in the minds of all with 
the teaching team. However, in a large college, 
the chief librarian could find that he was spending 
overmuch time in such work; there are other 
jobs which he must see to and for which his 
special knowledge and training are needed 
(keeping an eye on reviews of new books, dis- 
cussing acquisition policy with members of 
staff, supervising matters of classification and 
cataloguing, dealing with special enquiries, etc.); 
that is to say, the traditional work of a librarian 
itself fully occupies his time and it may be neces- 
sary to appoint an assistant to spend part of 
his time on such lecturing work. 

Another way in which the library should play 
a part in liberal education is in the organization 
of exhibitions. There should be an exhibition 
space at some central or well-used part of the 
college, with suitable cases for display of exhibits 
from the National Book League, Victoria & 
Albert Museum, Council of Industrial Design, 
firms, etc., and for exhibitions put on by various 
departments of the college itself. These could be a 
most valuable means of bridging the gap between 
technology and the arts and between departments 
of the same college, which so often are quite 
ignorant of what goes on in any department 
but their own. 

The library should be a cultural centre for 
books, periodicals, information and exhibitions; 
its influence should permeate the whole college, 
and it can be so if only its value is fully recog- 
nized and a real effort is made to integrate it fully 
into the teaching programme. 

Finally, it is now realized that many examina- 
tion syllabuses “‘put a premium upon the memor- 
izing of facts and show too little interest in the 
discussion of underlying principles’, and it is 
suggested that students should be allowed to use 
reference books in the examination room (5); 
it has further been suggested that students should 
have access to a library during the examination 
or even in some cases take their papers in the 
library itself (6). 

A good college library, then, is an essential 
element in liberal education; its stock must go 
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beyond the bounds of the college syllabus; 
with proper support from the teaching staff it 
becomes a thriving workshop where students 
learn to read widely, to think for themselves, 
where they acquire the technique of how to find 
out; by instructing students formally and infor- 
mally in daily contact how to use books and 
libraries, intelligent enquiry rather than parrot 
learning is encouraged; through books, through 
exhibitions of various kinds and through well- 
chosen general courses, the adolescent student, 
who is at just the right age to spread his interests 
(and would be doing so if he were in a good sixth 
form or at a residential university) is enabled to 
enter into the whole world of the past, of ideas, 
of aesthetic achievement; he will be helped to 
become an intelligent individual and not just 
another uniform segment of the mass mind. 

Liberal education is concerned with values; 
the natural sciences are concerned with facts 
concerning the nature of the physical world; 
scientific enquiry is a value in liberal education 
for scientific method is one way of arriving at 
truth. But science is unaware of the other values 
of goodness and beauty with which the arts 
deal; human values are more important than 
things or ideas, and science must be man’s servant 
not his master. At present a move is on foot to 
“educate”’ arts students by teaching them the 
ideas and achievements of science; no one can 
make judgments without a knowledge of facts 
and an educated man needs to know of the work 
of scientists as he also needs to know of the 
organization of government—but he will only 
be better informed—no wiser. 
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Beaconsfield Branch Library: exterior. 


New Branches in Buckinghamshire 


By GWENDA Jones, B.A., F.L.A., County Librarian of Buckinghamshire 


UCKINGHAMSHIRE’s new branch library 

at Beaconsfield has already received consider- 
able attention through articles in the national and 
technical press, and by its streams of visitors, so 
that an article in the RECORD may seem un- 
necessary. It was, however, one of two new 
branches opened in the county during the year 
1956-57, and the two form such a contrast in 
period and style that a description of both might 
have some interest. 

The first was the Princes Risborough Branch, 
opened by Miss Rumer Godden on 4th Decem- 
ber, 1956. It is housed in a sixteenth-century 
building listed by the Ministry of Housing and 





Local Government in 1948 as one of the country’s 
buildings of architectural interest. The construc- 
tion is of brick on the ground floor with over- 
sailing timber-framed first floor. The windows are 
modern copies of earlier styles with the exception 
of an eighteenth-century angular bay on the 
ground floor. Inside traces of the wattle and daub 
infilling have been exposed and preserved 
behind glass. 

The building was originally a row of three 
cottages which in the lifetime of present residents 
of the town were associated with Buckingham- 
shire’s domestic lacemaking industry. The story, 
recently told to the branch librarian, that there 
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used to be in one of the cottages ‘‘a cupboard in 
which Queen Anne hid from the Black Prince” 
is a little difficult to reconcile historically with the 
architectural dating, however attractive it may 
be as a legend when one recalls that the town 
was named Princes Risborough when it was 
granted to the Black Prince in the middle of the 
fourteenth century. 

In the 1920s the cottages were bought by a 
local resident for preservation and conversion. 
There are no records of the work done on the 
interior and it is not easy now to visualize the 
cottage plans, but postcards traced at the local 
stationers make it a simple matter to follow the 
external alterations and it is clear that the original 
character of the building has been largely preserved. 

All interior walls and floors were removed 
with the exception of a gallery at the old first 
floor level—which can only be reached by a 
ladder, and, apart from housing, most incon- 
veniently, the electricity switch boxes and meters, 
serves merely as a decorative feature. The original 
timber roof beams remain and the walls are 
timber with plaster infilling. 

The building seems not to have been much 
used or particularly well cared for after the 
restoration, as, after serving as a Civil Defence 
store during the war and then as a depot for 
the Fire Service, it was condemned. The local 
branch of the Council for the Preservation of 
Rural England, however, campaigned vigorously 
and effectively against the order for destruction 
and the building was again put into order, and 
partitioned to make offices. When the County 
Council bought it in 1956, all that was necessary 
to convert it into an attractive and unusual 
one-room branch library, with a floor space of 
1,012 square feet, was the removal of the fibre- 
board partitions, re-decoration and improved 
heating and lighting. 

Heating is by a giant Courtier stove set in the 
old brick chimney breast (the most convenient 
place for the issue desk was found to be just in 
front of this!) and by electric Night-stor radiators. 
The lighting is fluorescent and the shelving is 
Remploy’s Lundia-3-ft. unit shelving. The walls 
and roof beams are stained black, the plaster 
work is ivory colour wash and a touch of colour 
is provided by Eton blue doors. The old kitchen 
and passages, still with the old brick floors, 
provide a book store and the room above, 
approached by a ladder-like staircase and set 
in the gable of the roof, makes a pleasant office 
and staff room. At the side and rear of the buil- 
ding is a small garden, the main feature of which 
is a magnificent cherry tree. 
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The costs of the branch had to be kept as 
low as possible. The purchase price of the building 
was £3,450; alterations, repairs amd redecora- 
tions £300; furniture and fittings £800; total cost 
£4,550. 

The branch serves the market town and parish 
of Princes Risborough (population now 5-6,000) 
and the surrounding villages over a wide area. 
It has an adult lending library, children’s corner 
and quick reference section with a total stock 
of 10,000 books, and is open for 41 hours a week. 
Its excellent position in the market square con- 
tributes to its success; issues for the first full year 
were 118,709, with a non-fiction percentage of 
34-7 in the adult lending library. 

The second new branch, at Beaconsfield, was 
opened by the Chairman of the County Council, 
Mr. N. W. Gurney, J.P., on 2nd March, 1957. 
This building is as modern as Princes Ris- 
borough’s is ancient and provides a complete 
contrast. 

It is the county’s first post-war library and was 
designed as a prototype for subsequent branch 
buildings. A full description with plans, drawings, 
photographs and detailed costings appeared in 
the Architects’ Journal for 25th July, 1957 
(vol. 126, no. 3256)—the first time a public 
library has been analysed in the Journal. 

The County Library Sub-Committee were 
fortunate in securing a quarter of an acre site in 
the garden of the Divisional Highways office 
which lies just off the main road of Beaconsfield, 
near the shops and within a minute’s walk of 
station, bus stops and car parks. The library grew 
in a matured garden and the normal raw and 
unfinished effect of a new site was avoided. 

The building was designed by the county 
architect and co-operation between architects 
and librarians was complete. No praise can be too 
high for the sympathetic attention paid to the 
librarians’ requirements and for the care with 
which they were met in every detail. 

The first requirement of design from the 
architects’ point of view was that the building 
was to be set in a residential area and therefore 
had to conform to the domestic architecture 
surrounding it. This meant a high roof pitched 
at an angle of 20°, which in turn controlled the 
interior design and the structure. The construc- 
tion is of partly load-bearing brick walls com- 
bined with timber portal frames supporting a 
traditional timber roof covered on the outside 
with copper sheeting. The portal frames which 
are exposed in the interior are both a feature to 
emphasize the height and an economy in con- 
struction. They are of patented box plywood 
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construction and, as they are factory-made and 
were erected on the site in five hours, they repre- 
sent a substantial saving in labour. The system 
has since been adopted in other buildings in the 
county where a wide span of roof is to be carried. 


The requirement from the librarians’ point of 


view was a one-room branch library with chil- 
dren’s section, adult lending and _ reference 
library, to shelve 8,000 books and to be super- 
vised and controlled from one issue desk. The 
floor space is 2,900 square feet. 

The general plan of this library built in a 
garden is that the building has been set well 
back from the road to preserve some existing 
trees and shrubs, and to provide a paved fore- 
court open to the road. There is a canopy running 
across the full width of the front of the building, 
over exterior display cases, the public entrance, 
and a separate entrance for the staff. The ceiling 
of the draught lobby of the public entrance is 
carried into the main body of the building to 
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interior showing staircase to gallery reference library. 


form a canopy over the issue desk, which 
separates the children’s and adults’ sections. 
There is a gallery at the south end of the building 
for the reference section and the librarian’s 
office, with a glazed screen for ease of super- 
vision. The workroom and staff cloakroom are 
housed in a small separate block at the north- 
east corner of the main building. There are 
terraces for public use on the east and south sides 
of the building, linking the interior with the 
existing garden. 

The design of the windows is an important 
main feature of the building, and the greatest care 
and skill has been expressed in securing good 
line, proportion and unobtrusive variety. They 
are generally of timber construction with hard- 
wood sills, and opening lights are centre pivot 
hung. Double glazing has been installed on the 
north and east sides to increase the thermal 
insulation value. 

The entrance doors are of mahogany, as is also 
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the face boarding on the east side. The south 
wall below the gallery window is faced with 
horizontal cedar boarding. 

The heating system is underfloor electric 
heating. Copper sheathed electric cable is buried 
in the thickness of the concrete floor, which 
heats yp at night, consuming electricity at off- 
peak hours. The heat is retained in the floor and 
is given off gradually during the day. Night-stor 
heaters operating on the same principle heat the 
gallery. This method of heating secured savings 
in capital expenditure and in caretaker’s time, 
and has proved economic in operation. 

Fluorescent lighting is the main form of 
artificial illumination, supplemented by spot light 
fittings in the canopy over the issue desk and 
above the display panel. 

The colour scheme is conceived as forming a 
subdued background to the incidental bright 
pattern of natural materials, book covers, 
displays and furniture. It is predominantly white, 
light grey and dark grey, and the contrast these 
create is used to define the elements of the 
structure. 

The shelving, counter and fittings are in Japan- 
ese oak, African mahogany and English walnut. 
Detailed scale drawings of all these were provided 
by the library staff, together with specifications of 
material ; the architects added the details of design. 

All furniture is High Wycombe made, the 
chairs and settees based on the traditional 
Buckinghamshire Windsor chair design. 

The total cost, including all furniture and 
fittings and equipment, was £14,322. 

The population of Beaconsfield itself is 8,600 
and the branch also serves the villages round 
about; it is largely a residential area. It has a 
book-stock of 17,000 and is open for 54 hours 
a week. In its first full year it issued 164,861 
books with a non-fiction percentage of 43-8 in 
the adult library. 

Both branches have now been open for more 
than 18 months and, however different in concep- 
tion and in style, have proved equally successful 
in operation and in popular appeal. 


Exchange of Information for 
Industrial Research in Hull 


The valuable service that the Scheme for Inter- 
loan of Technica! Publications has given to local 
industry during the past year was underlined at 
the Fifth Annual Meeting held at the Central 
Library, Hull, on 23rd October, 1958. Councillor 
H. W. Anderson, Deputy Chairman of the 
Libraries Committee, presided, and the principal 
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industrial organizations in Hull and district were 
represented. 

The object of the Scheme is to make available 
to industry the information scattered throughout 
the libraries specializing in science and technology 
that are connected with local firms and other 
organizations. The advantages and practical 
uses of this co-ordination of available sources of 
technical knowledge were again apparent when 
the annual report was considered by the meeting. 
An increase of 56 per cent in the number of items 
exchanged was reported, giving a total of 1,831 
and as the previous annual report had shown an 
increase of 45 per cent, this indicated that the 
34 member organizations were making increasing- 
ly good use of the Scheme. 

Members were told of the many sources from 
which information had been obtained during the 
year, including the Science Library loans and 
photo-copy services, Aslib, the Regional Library 
Service and National Central Library, while the 
Commercial and Technical Library’s own photo- 
copy service had been frequently used. 

Methods whereby the co-ordination of periodi- 
cal discards could be achieved were discussed in 
order to ensure that the union catalogue was 
kept up-to-date and indiscriminate throwing 
away of periodicals avoided. Apart from render- 
ing the list of holdings inaccurate, this had 
reduced the possibility of making sure that at 
least one copy of a particular issue of a periodical 
was available locally and had limited the chances 
of adding to files elsewhere in the area. Arrange- 
ments were made for members to co-operate 
more fully in this and it was also agreed to issue 
subsequently a list of periodical holdings in all 
members’ libraries. 

The arrangement of United States Patent 
Specifications into some form of subject order 
had been considered at an earlier meeting, and 
the Librarian of the Commercial and Technical 
Library was able to inform members of the 
purchase of the Manual of Classification of the 
United States Patent Office. When used in con- 
junction with the U.S. Official Gazette, this would 
facilitate the identification of new patents in any 
subject field, and it was believed that this would 
go some way towards meeting members’ require- 
ments. 

The increased use being made locally of the 
Central Library’s deposit of the Atomic Energy 
Authorities’ documents was also discussed and 
attention was drawn to the various indexes, 
bulletins and bibliographies now available. 
The meeting was reminded that the micro-film 
and micro-card readers at the Central Library 
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were at their disposal should they have material 
requiring their use, as had already been the case 
on several occasions. 

Some consideration was also given to the ad- 
vantages of “Telex’’ in connection with the 
Scheme and in helping to overcome delays which 
telephone communications incurred on occa- 
sions of extreme pressure. At the conclusion of 
the meeting many representatives visited the 
Commercial and Technical Library and discussed 
the re-organization which had been undertaken 
during the past year, and they were also able to see 
a display of books, periodicals and the various 
abstracts that are received at the Central Library. 

J. A. COCHRANE 


Fulbright Travel Grants 


The United States Educational Commission in 
the United Kingdom announces that, under the 
provisions of the Fulbright programme, travel 
grants are available to citizens of the United 
Kingdom and dependent territories to go to the 
United States of America for academic or educa- 
tional purposes, such as study, research or 
lecturing. All awards are competitive and are 
made by the Board of Foreign Scholarships in 
Washington upon the recommendations of the 


Commission. 

The basic criteria for the award of a travel 
grant are as follows: 

(1) Graduate students. Applicants must hold by ‘he time 
of departure, at least a good second class degree or its 
equivalent and must show proof of admission to an 
institution of higher learning in the United States for 
a minimum period of nine months. In the case of 
medical internships or residences, the hospital to 
which the applicant hopes to go must be acceptable 
to his registration body in the United Kingdom. 
Grants to graduate students are valid for a period 
of up to three years but are subject to annual renewal 
during this time. In certain instances where the can- 
didate is enrolled for a special degree course and 
where the receipt of the degree is assured, the period 
of the grant may be extended to four years. Can- 
didates must be free of National Service obligations. 

(2) Professors, lecturers, and senior research workers 
should note that it is the objective of this programme 
that a maximum amount of time be spent in the 
United States and, therefore, the Commission gives 
preference to those applicants who intend to spend 
a full academic year there. Of this, about two-thirds 
should be spent at one University or recognized 
research institution. Applications cannot be con- 
sidered from candidates who anticipate spending 
less than three months in the United States (exclusive 
of trans-Atlantic travel time). Proof of affiliation and 
details of its nature are necessary. Grants are not 
available for peripatetic visits or attendances at 
Conferences only. Grants may be extended up to a 
period of two years, subject to the continuance of 
satisfactory appointments and dollar support. 

All applicants must possess a guarantee of 


THE LIBRARY ASSOCIATION RECORD 


=: as ie 


373 


adequate financial support in dollars for the 
proposed period of the visit to the United States. 
The Commission wishes to point out that com- 
petition for travel grants is increasingly severe, 
and in making their selection the Commission 
accordingly feels bound to give preference to 
those applicants whose award leaves them only a 
small margin for travel expenses. All applicants 
are expected to return to reside permanently in 
their home countries, and four years must elapse 
from the date of return from the States before 
a second application may be considered for a 
Fulbright travel grant. 

Those in the graduate student category are 
expected to go to the United States for the aca- 
demic year beginning in September, 1959. For 
those in the lecturer/research scholar category, 
travel grants are available for those who are 
visiting the States between Ist June, 1959, and 
Ist April, 1960. All grants cover the cost of direct 
round-trip travel between a candidate’s home in 
the United Kingdom or dependent territory and 
the American university or institution. No partial 
or one-way grants are offered. Travel funds must 
not be duplicated from any other source. The 
Commission arranges bookings for successful 
applicants and where possible their dependents. 
The Commission is, however, unable to provide 
allowances for dependents’ travel. 

The Commission reserves to itself the exclusive 
right to determine the validity of all qualifications 
presented to it and does not give reasons for its 
conclusions. There are two closing dates in this 
competition contingent upon the proposed 
departure date from the United Kingdom. They 
are: 14th March, 1959, for those travelling 
between Ist June, 1959, and 15th August, 1959; 
Ist June, 1959, for those travelling between 
16th August, 1959, and Ist April, 1960. 

Those wishing to apply are first asked to fill 
up a record card. This in itself does not constitute 
an application. Full-length application forms are 
sent only when candidates indicate that their 
plans are complete—giving nature of appoint- 
ment and dollar support available—which must 
be before the appropriate closing date. Full- 
length applications should be submitted via the 
Head of the candidate’s College, University or 
employing body. 

PLease Note.—No applications will be con- 
sidered after the closing dates. 

Applications should be made to: United States 
Educational Commission in the United Kingdom, 
71 South Audley Street, London, W.1. 

Members submitting application forms are 
requested to advise the Secretary of the 
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Public Library Statistics, 1957-58 


GENERAL NOTES 


Coverage. The total number of public library authorities in the United Kingdom on 31st March, 
1958, was 569, excluding those which have combined with another authority to form a joint scheme 
operating as one unit and some smaller Scottish burgh libraries whose statistics are included in the 
return received from the county library. The total population served, including that of areas from which 
no return was received, is estimated at 51,597,000. 

Book Stock. The total stock of the libraries providing figures under this head was 68,150,442. 
This includes over 9,000,000 in reference departments, but as a considerable number of libraries gave 
no separate figure for reference stock, it is not possible to state the number of books in the 
lending departments. Making an allowance for stocks held by libraries which did not submit a return, 
the number of books in British public libraries, on 31st March, 1958, was approximately 68,600,000. 


Lending Library Issues. It is estimated that the number of issues from the 28 libraries which made 
no return would not exceed 1,500,000 and therefore the total number of books issued for home reading 
in 1957-58 was approximately 431,779,000, an increase of 12,351,000 over the previous year. 151 
libraries record over 10 issues per head of population and 57 under 5 per head. The median figure 
was 8-3 and the national average was 8-4 per head of the total population served. 

Expenditure. If a conservative allowance of 2s. 6d. per head is made for the libraries which did 
not submit a return, the total expenditure as given in the tables can be increased by approximately 
£50,000 to a total of £17,537,000. This is an increase of £1,631,000 on the previous year. Of the 541 
libraries submitting figures, 176 spent over 7s. and 69 under 4s. The median figure was 6s. 14d. and the 
national average 6s. 9$d. per head. 

Book Expenditure. It is estimated that the libraries which did not submit a return spent approxi- 
mately £10,000 on books. On the other hand, 41 of the libraries which sent in returns included expen- 
diture on binding with that on books. As expenditure on binding throughout the country averages 
20 per cent of expenditure on books and binding combined, the total expenditure on books as given 
in the tables should be reduced by approximately £52,000. The expenditure, on books only, by all 
libraries in the country could therefore be calculated as approximately £4,275,500, an increase of 
£412,000 over the previous year. 104 libraries spent over 2s. per head on books and 82 under Is. 
The median figure was Is. 54d. and the national average Is. 8d. per head. 

Registered Readers. No details of registered readers are available from 98 libraries, of which 39 
are county libraries. The total number reported by the other libraries amounted to 12,387,323. It is 


reasonable to conclude that the total number of readers using the libraries which did not 
give figures was approximately 1,915,000, and therefore it could be stated that there are at least 
14,302,000 readers registered at all public libraries in the United Kingdom. This is 27:7 per cent of 


the population. 
Staff. The tables only include figures for full-time non-manual staff and it is evident that 


most of the libraries which did not submit a return employ part-time staff only. The total number 
of full-time staff employed in British public libraries in 1957-58 was therefore approximately 12,960. 
In addition, it would appear that at least 1,870 part-time (paid) staff are employed. In 105 libraries 
the full-time provision is greater than | per 3,000 of population served; in 78 libraries (49 of them 
county libraries, where the employment of part-time employees is greater than in urban libraries) 


it is less than | per 6,000. 

Service Points. There are at least 32,755 public library service points in the United Kingdom: 
569 municipal central libraries and county headquarters; 1,333 full-time branches; 30,853 part-time 
branches, centres, etc., including school, hospital and prison libraries. In addition, there are 200 
mobile libraries serving a large number of stations at regular intervals. 


D. C. HENRIK JONES 
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FIVE-YEAR COMPARATIVE TABLE 





























i } 
Lending Library Total Total Expenditure Full-time 
Issues Stock Expenditure on Books Staff 
ieovedaesebnaghilicn - ERD Kernen ne tS Ew. Le ee EET MER HERES — 
£ £ 
1953-54 370,605,000 57,418,000 11,804,000 3,002,000 12,160 
1954-55 386,300,000 61,500,000 12 810,000 3,180,000 12,390 
1955-56 398,730,000 63,400,000 13,870,000 3,410,000 12,700 
1956-57 419,428,000 66,216,000 15,906,000 3,863,000 12,760 
1957-58 431,779,000 68,600,000 17,537,000 4,275,500 12,960 
STATISTICS OF PUBLIC (RATE-SUPPORTED) LIBRARIES, 1957-58 
GREAT BRITAIN AND NORTHERN IRELAND 
Lending Libragy Issues 
Group Pooulation Total number of Population served -- - — 
Reference “ wre es Libraries in Group by Libraries Per Head 
Number _— submitting returns submitting returns Group ———— 
Total Highest Lowest Median 
; Over 300,000 4 18,994,170 ~ 153,009,364 14-6 3-7 7:9 
2 150,000-—299 999 52 11,023,136 90,016,253 12-7 0-4 7-9 
3 100,000-—149,999 48 5,659,309 48,233,625 15-6 1-6 8-3 
4 75,000— 99,999 48 4,162,973 35,530,226 14° 8(a) 2-3 8-3 
5 50,000 74,999 78 4,683,520 43,420, 451 16°4(b) 3-0 8-7 
6 40,000— 49,999 4i 1,832,320 17,842,832 19-1 3-6 9-2 
7 30,000— 39,999 53 1,885,037 16,311,254 13-0 3-7 8-4 
x 20,000- 29,999 51 1,286,600 11,767,178 15-2(e) 3-4 8-6 
9 15,000— 19,999 52 926,490 8,364,302 18-7 1-8 8-9 
10 | 10,000— 14,999 39 478,331 3,906,710 14-4 1-3 8-9 
11 } Under 10,000 44 267,876 1,877,336 15-6 0-5 6-2 
City of London | I 5,100 — 
a 4 Totals sais 51,204,862 430,279,531 191 04 | 83 
* 28 libraries have not yet submitted returns (one each in Groups 8 and 10; two in groups 5, 6, 7 and 9; eighteen in group 11). 
(a )Excluding Westminster (20-8) (b) Excluding St. Marylebone (17+3). (e) Excluding "Holborn (3 2-0). 
: Staff, excluding part-time 
Group Expenditure Book Expenditure workers. and manus! workers 
Refer- ~ ——— - - a —— —- ae aan 
ence Per Head Per Head In relation to population 
Number Group ~~ - Group - ——| Group we — 
Total Highest Lowest Median Total Highest Lowest. Median Total Highest Lowest Median 
od” aan ea d d £ d as a” 1: 1: 1: 
! 6,257,575 133-6 38-7 76-5 1,690,514 47-4 9-4 21-1 4,449 2,444 8,709 4,250 
2 3,647,619 169-6 10-6 69-7 869,392 35-1 3-8 17-9 2,630 2,034 34,000 4,074 
3 2,096,909 158-7 18-6 88-5 485,321 37-0 9-2 19-6 1,587 2,306 26,410 | 3,575 
4 1,568,751 184- l(a) 23-3 77-3 366,135 32 - O(a} 6°8 19-3 1,138 2,02Ma) 13,474 3,918 
s 1,745,946 227- Mb) 21:7 79-2 402.013 41 8b) 8-6 19-8 1,379 1,628(b)| 17,666 | 3,594 
6 652,574 220-4 42-3 80-9 155,073 37-1 7-5 | 2-0 520 1,567 | 6,149} 3,623 
7 594,184 120° lic) 19-1 70-1 141,506 28 - 4(c) 7-2 17-9 492 2,470 c) 11,000 3,936 
(d) | 
3 422,486 124° Ke) 24:7 71-5 95,571 34- Xe) 7:5 17-7 368 2,420(e) | 11,100 | 3,737 
9 268,936 128-2 14-7 69-6 65,031 48° 1(f) 2-6 16-0 221 2,158 | 19,000 3,958 
10 117,050 93-4 14-0 68-9 28,104 27-1 1-2 | 13-7 102 2,160 | 14,230 | 4,166 
il 55,101 99-9 15-9 48-6 13,541 28 a 1-0 11-7 34 2,000 9,730 | 4,257 
City of | 
London| $9,787 ato 5,355 ile: 18 | {— - 
mee SESE nici ELOWEO SAE» PEEL ITEMS a ee ers KE Pcae Mw urenen ON Fue ae ee one 
Totals | £17,486,918 227-0 10°6 73-4 } £4,317,556 48: I(g) Ce We 12,938 1,567 | 34,000 | 3,877 
j | { 
(a) Excluding Westminster (393d.; 82-7d.; 1,065 respectively). (ec) Excluding Holborn (486-2d.; 105-1d.; 653 respectively). 
(b) Excluding St. Marylebone (284-9d.; 49-8d.; 1,365 respectively). (f) Includes Binding (next highest 28 - 8d.). 
(c) Excluding Finsbury (196-5d.; 40-Od.; 1,513 respectively). (g) Includes Binding (next highest 47 -4d.). 


d) Also excludes Beddington & Wallington (39:2d. for books and 
binding combined) 
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The Library Association 


Annual Election, 1959 
We, the Scrutineers appointed to supervise the 
Annual Election of Council for 1959, declare the 
following to be the result of the election: 
As Presipent: THe Rt. Hon. Ear Atriee, K.G., O.M., 
C.H. 
As“Vict-Presipent (to retire in 1961): Dr. C. B 
O_pman, C.B., C.V.O., M.A., F.S.A 
As Hon. Secretary: W. B. Paton 
As Hon. Treasurer: F. G. B. HUTCHINGS 
As Hon. LeGat Apviser: Sir CHARLES NORTON 


As LONDON COUNCILLORS Votes 
R. F. Vollans 1181 
K. A. Mallaber 1116 
T. E. Callander 1045 
Nort Etecrep: P. H. Sewell 1021 
S. P. L. Filon 964 
O. S. Tomlinson x40 
W. B. Stevenson 636 
H. G. T. Christopher 518 
W. A. Taylor 413 
J. A. Burnett 265 
As COUNTRY COUNCILLORS: 
Miss F. E. Cook 1541 
W. Best Harr's 1351 
R. Stokes 1340 
L. L. Ardern 1173 
J. Bebbington 1149 
Not Exectep: S. H. Horrocks 1139 
P. Hepworth 1095 
N. Tomlinson 154 
V. H. Woods 351 
W. Tyler 772 
L. White 699 
P. Pagan 409 
(Signed) A. H. CHAPLIS 
S. J. Butcue: 
F. E. SANDR 


Notes to Students 
It is anticipated that the results of the Winter 
Examinations will be posted to candidates on the 
dates set out below: 
First Professional Examination 17th January 
Registration Examination 31st Januar) 
Final Examination 14th February 
The Pass Lists will be displayed in the entrance 
hall at Chaucer House at the time of posting 
results. These Pass Lists will also be published in 
the March issue of the Recorp. 
Advance notice is again given that next year’s 
Examinations will be held on the following dates: 
First Professional 


Examination 17th June and 18th Nov. 
Final Part 1 23rd June and Ist Dec. 
Registration A(i) 24th June and 2nd Dec. 
Registration A(ii) and 

(iii) 25th June and 3rd Dec. 
Final Part 2 26th June and 4th Dec. 
Registration B (iv) and (v) 29th June and 7th Dec. 


Final Part 3 30th June and 8th Dec. 


Registration C and D, and 
Specialist Certificate (e) Ist July and 9th Dec. 


Final Part 4 2nd July and 10th Dec. 
Certificate for Teacher- 

Librarians 

Papers I and II 18th June 

Paper III 19th June 


L.A. Carnegie Medal Award, 1958 


The Library Association Carnegie Medal for 
1958 will be awarded for an outstanding book 
for children by a British subject domiciled in the 
United Kingdom (Great Britain and Northern 
Ireland), published in Great Britain during the 
year, which is worthy of the award. 

Recommendations for the award are invited 
from members of the L.A., who are asked to 
submit a preliminary list of not more than three 
titles, from which the Committee will make a 
final selection. The award is open to works of 
non-fiction as well as fiction and the choice 
should be based upen the following poiat»: 

Fiction. (i) Plot; (ii) Style; (iii) Charac*eriza- 
tion; (iv) Format (including production and 
illustrations, if any). 

Non-Fiction. (i) Accuracy; (ii) Method of 
presentation; (iii) Style; (iv) Format, etc. 

The lists should reach the Secretary of the 
Library Association, Chaucer House, Malet 
Place, London, W.C.1, not later than 2nd 
February, 19£9, giving author, title and publisher, 
and including only books within the terms of the 
award and published during the year 1958. 


L.A. Kate Greenaway Medal, 1958 


The Library Association Kate Greenaway 
Medal is intended to recognize the importance of 
illustrations in children’s books. (An article on 
the award appeared in the Recorp for December, 
1955.) It will be awarded to the artist who, in the 
opinion of the Library Association, has produced 
the « .3st distinguished work in the illustration of 
children’s books during the preceding year. 

The artist must be a British subject domiciled 
in the United Kingdom and the work published 
in Great Britain. 

Books intended for older as well as younger 
children are included, and reproduction will be 
taken into account. 

Recommendations for the award are invited 
from members of the L.A., who are asked to 
submit a preliminary list of not more than three 
titles. 
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The lists should reach the Secretary of the L.A. 
not later than 2nd February, 1959, giving name of 
the artist, and including only books within the 
terms of the award and published during the 
year 1958. 


L.A. Council Meetings, 1959 
Committee and Council Meetings will be held as 
follows: 
January 28th-30th; April Ist-3rd; May 27th-29th; 
October 7th-9th (Conference: Torquay, September 
21st-25th); November 25th-27th. 


ESDAILE MEMORIAL FUND 
Donations are gratefully acknowledged from: 
Miss E. M. Bancroft, A.A.L. (Liverpool Div.), 
South African Branch of English Association. 
Mrs. G. Stembridge (Miss Senior). 
Total sum received to 17th November: £241. 


YOUTH LIBRARIES SECTION 
ANNUAL ELEcTION, 1958 

We, the scrutineers appointed to supervise the annual 
election of the Youth Libraries Section of the Library 
Association, declare the following to be elected for office 
for the year 1959: 
Chairman: Miss E. H. Colwell 
Honorary Secretary: Miss M. Chambers 
Honorary Treasurer: Miss D. D. Chilcot 
Henorary Membership Secretary: Miss N. A. Dale 
Ex-officio Member: the retiring chairman, Mr. M. S 


Crouch 
Committee members: Votes 
Miss J. Butler 310 
Miss F. P. Parrott 293 
Mr. H. R. Mainwood 292 
Miss E. N. Bewick 275 
Mr. W. H. Milner 250 
Not elected: 
Miss E. M. Topham 176 





1,330 Voting papers were sent out 
365 Voting papers were returned 
The following voting papers were disqualified : 
Received after Ist November, 1958 3 
Unstamped 1 
Total invalid papers 4 
(Signed) R. OxLey 
M. WRIGHT 
J. H. WARDMAN 
M. THORNHILL 
New ADDRESS 
All correspondence concerning Youth Libraries Section 
matters should now be addressed to: 
Hon Secretary, 
Youth Libraries Section of L.A., 
School Library Service, 
County Offices, 
Matlock, Derbyshire. 


REFERENCE AND SPECIAL LIBRARIES SECTION 
ANNUAL ELECTION 
The results of the Annual Election of Officers and 
Committee for 1959 are as follows: 
Chairman: Miss M. Exley; Vice-Chairman: Dr. A. J. 
Walford; Hon. Secretary: J. Roland Smith; Assistant 
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Hon. Secretary: G. |. Maughan; Hon. Treasurer: J. L. 
Howgego; Hon. Membership Officer: A. L. Smyth; 
Hon. Programme Officer: O. G. W. Stallybrass; Nationally 
Elected Members: Miss J. Binns, P. Colehan, D. J. 
Foskett, E. Hargreaves, K. A. Mallaber, F. R. Taylor, 
A. Thompson. 
NORTHERN BRANCH 

The Annual Meeting will be held in Newcastle upon 
Tyne on Wednesday, 4th February, 1959. Notices of 
motion must be received by the Hon. Secretary, Miss D. 
Thompson, F.L.A., Public Library, Wallsend, Northum- 
berland, on or before Monday, 15th December, 1958. 

NORTH WESTERN BRANCH 


The Annual Meeting of the North Western Branch of 
the Library Association will be held in the Manchester 
College of Science and Technology on Wednesday, 
25th February, 1959. 

Notices of Motion for consideration at the Annual 
Meeting must be sent to the Honorary Secretary of the 
Branch before Wednesday, 28th January, 1959. 


Reference Libraries 


Prick CONCESSIONS ON OFFICIAL PUBLICATIONS 

As many librarians seem to be unaware of some 
of the discounts granted by official publishers to 
libraries, I have sought information from the 
bodies concerned in order to prepare the state- 
ments below. In addition, I have negotiated an 
additional concession with the Hydrographic 
Department. 

Her Majesty's Stationery Office. The 50 per 
cent discount to public libraries is well known; 
it does not, of course, include “‘agency’’ publica- 
tions (i.e., those “sold but not published’’ on 
behalf of other bodies), and the Stationery Office 
now handles a wide range of these items (some 
libraries order them through booksellers, thus 
saving the postage and sometimes even getting 
10 per cent discount). A statement of items 
excluded from the 50 per cent discount appeared 
in the Recorp for April, 1954, p. 128. 

The daily list is available free to public libraries, 
yet in a sample survey of 34 libraries, 16 did not 
take it. 

British Museum. A discount of 35 per cent is 
allowed to public and university libraries; no 
special order form is necessary. Judging by figures 
supplied to me by the Museum, I should imagine 
that very few libraries take advantage of this 
privilege; for such works as the Subject index 
it can make all the difference between being able 
to afford it and doing without it. 

Admiralty Hydrographic Department. This 
department has in the past supplied free copies 
of its catalogue (normally 6s. 6d.) to 39 selected 
libraries, together with the Notices to mariners, 
and since 1949 has offered its publications at a 
50 per cent discount to public reference libraries 
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“subject to the undertaking that they are not 
allowed out of the libraries and are not to be 
re-sold”’. As a result of a correspondence which I 
have had with the Hydrographer, he has agreed to 
supply the Notices and catalogue free to any public 
library interested. The publications available at 
50 per cent discount include 3,000 charts, pilots 
(guides of coastal areas all over the world), 
distance tables, radio publications, tide tables 
and tidal stream atlases. The most useful item is 
volume 1 (Europe, 9s. 6d.) of the three-volume 
tide tables; | was amazed to find that a spot 
check of central London reference libraries did 
not reveal a copy of this, the most complete set of 
tide tables and the one on which all others are 
based. The department is willing to accept 
standing orders, and at the concession prices 
very few reference libraries can plead that they 
cannot afford at least the tide tables. Orders 
(and requests for free supply of the catalogue and 
Notices to mariners) should be sent to the 
Admiralty Hydrographic Supplies Establish- 
ment, Creechbarrow House, Taunton, Somerset. 
Ordnance Survey. Public libraries and museums 
may obtain all Ordnance Survey publications 
(including Geological and Soil Survey maps) for 
reference purposes by ordering on official order 
forms direct from the Survey at Chessington. 
Discounts are: 
334 per cent on maps of a scale of 3 inches to ! 
smaller ; 


25 per cent on maps of a scale of 6 inches to | mile, larger 
scale plans, and printed booklets; 


Me OF 


10 per cent on special mounting work and l/oose-leaf 
binders for flat maps of all sizes. 

Most libraries buy the “‘mounted folded” style 
for their reference departments, apparently not 
realizing that the flat paper style costs half the 
price (indeed the 2}-in. sheets are no longer 
available mounted folded). Judging by the evi- 
dence I see as I travel round, very few libraries 
are buying new editions; perhaps they do not 
realize that these are coming out regularly (niany 
sheets have run to four post-war revisions), 
and reference librarians should either watch the 
monthly Publication report or place standing 
orders. . 

Free publications. This is not really the place 
to re-open the discussion on the difliculties 
caused by departments giving away their publica- 
tions (it was aired by Mr. de Paris at the Brighton 
conference, with the Stationery Office again 
replying that nothing could be done by them); 
the situation has improved a little: the Board of 
Trade Library, for instance, publishes a list as 
an appendix to its monthly New publications 
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received, and some government librarians take 
care to see that their departments’ publications 
appear in B.N.B. Mr. F. C. Hirst, Librarian of 
the Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food, 
has sent me details of a free loose-leaf publica- 
tion of his Ministry: Chemical compounds used 
in agriculture and food storage in Great Britain; 
user and consumer safety: advice of government 
departments (an awkward title that is not followed 
consistently in the publication itself). This covers 
the use of such products as Dieldrin, and is 
particularly handy in that recommendations are 
agreed before a new product is marketed or a new 
use is suggested. Copies are available from the 
Ministry at 5/8 St. Andrew’s Place, Regents 
Park, London, N.W.1. Those reference libraries 
subscribing to Ministry of Agriculture leaflets will 
know already that some of them are free, but 
may not have realized that some of the priced 
(i.e., H.M.S.O.) leaflets are available free in 
small quantities; details of this concession will 
be found in sectional list no. 1. 
CHARLES A. TOASE 


Youth Libraries 


Three memorable occasions of particular 
interest and pleasure to members of the Youth 
Libraries Section have occurred this year. The 
first was the 80th birthday of Dr. John Masefield, 
O.M., who honoured us by his presence at our 
week-end school at Culham in 1954, and by 
becoming our first Honorary Member. A message 
of congratulations and good wishes was sent 
to Dr. Masefield on behalf of the Section. 

We share, too, the delight of all his many 
friends in knowing that Edgar Osborne, formerly 
County Librarian of Derbyshire, has received 
from Nottingham University the honorary degree 
of Master of Arts. Edgar Osborne’s profound 
knowledge of children’s books, and his great 
generosity and enthusiasm in encouraging the 
work of all who cater for the reading of children 
are acknowledged with gratitude not only in this 
country but all over the world, and especially, 
of course, in Toronto, where his priceless collec- 
tion of eighteen hundred children’s books is now 
housed. 

The third occasion was the unveiling of a 
tablet in the church of St. Mary-in-the-Marsh, 
New Romney, on 17th August, to the memory of 
E. Nesbit, who was born on 15th August, 1858, 
and died in 1924, having spent the last years of 
her life in the parish. 

An event of a different kind was the appearance 
of the Section’s first publication, Children’s books 
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of this century. It has had a steady sale, and the 
favourable reception it has received recalls not 
only the outstanding work of its editor, Mrs. 
M. F. Thwaite, but also the generosity of those 
who gave books to form the collection now being 
built up at Chaucer House. One of these donors, 
Mr. H. J. B. Woodfield, who is so well known 
for his devoted work over many years in pro- 
moting high standards in children’s books, and 
in the reviewing of children’s books, has put us 
further in his debt by most generously giving 
to the Section his valuable collection of books 
about children’s books. We shall be hearing more 
about this fine collection in due course. 

This year the Section was privileged to hold its 
summer meeting at Eton College, when the 
librarian, Mr. Tom Lyon, spoke of the history 
of the College and took us on a tour of its libra- 
ries. The annual week-end school was held at 
Redland College, Bristol, from Sth to 7th Septem- 
ber, and was attended by over one hundred 
students. Among the speakers were Richard 
Armstrong and Naomi Lewis, and the programme 
included a coach tour through the Mendips to 
Cheddar, Wookey and Wells. A new and success- 
ful feature at this year’s school was a number of 
group discussions, which gave everyone an oppor- 
tunity to make a contribution. Praise cannot be 
too high, also, for the vivid and sincere “close-up” 
portraits in words of well-loved authors given by 
Joan Butler, Marcus Crouch, Geraldine Long and 
Eileen Colwell, who spoke of Monica Edwards, 
lan Serraillier, Elfrida Vipont and Eleanor 
Farjeon. 

The deep sense of loss felt by the Committee 
on learning of the death in October of Miss 
Helen Kerr, the Section’s Chairman in 1953 and 
again in 1957, is, | am sure, shared by all who 
knew her. Her influence and the warmth of her 
personality extended far beyond Glasgow and 
Scotland, where the vigour and achievements of 
the Scottish Branch were due in no small measure 
to her leadership. Miss Kerr retired from the 
service of the Glasgow City Libraries in April of 
this year, after many years of devoted service. 
As a member of the Section committee since its 
formation, she brought to iis deliberations both 
wise counsel and a keen sense of humour. She is 
remembered with gratitude and affection by a 
large circle of friends. (An obituary appears on 
pages 389-90.) H. R. Mainwoop 


ANCIENT PROBATE RECORDS, NORWICH 

By direction of the President of the Probate, Divorce 
and Admiralty Division of the High Court of Justice, all 
the Probate Records of the Consistory Courts of Norwich, 
and of the Courts of the Archdeaconries of Norwich and 
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Norfolk, and the Dean and Chapter of Norwich prior to 
1858, have been transferred from the District Registry at 
Norwich to the Public Libraries Committee, and are now 
housed in the City Hall, Norwich. The records may be 
used by literary searchers under the same conditions as 
previously. All searchers must hold a current permit from 
Somerset House, or fees are payable. Appointments for 
search with the City Librarian or Archivists, at the Public 
Library, should be made preferably at least twenty-four 
hours before the time required. Hours of search are 
10 p.m.-1 p.m., and 2 p.m.-5 p.m., Mondays to Fridays 


Correspondence 


(Correspondents are requested to write as 
briefly as possible.) 


STAFF TURNOVER 

Mr. J. C. Harrison, D.F.C., D.P.A., F.L.A., 
Senior Lecturer, Manchester School of Librarian- 
ship, writes: 

Mrs. Kathleen Stebbins, Director of Personnel 
of the Detroit Public Library, whose recent 
Personnel administration in libraries 1 have had 
the pleasure of reviewing for the RECORD (see pages 
386-7), has some interesting things tosay about the 
turnover of library staffs in the United States at 
the present time. The situation over there would 
seem to be almost as serious as it is here and six 
large American public libraries quote turnover 
rates ranging from 19 to 30 per cent. (Turnover 
rate equals the number of “separations” in a year 
stated as a perceiitage of the total number of staff. 
\ll “separations” are taken into account, both 
“unavoidable’’-—due to retirement, death, and 
marriage—and “avoidable’’—due to resignations, 
including appointments to positions in other 
libraries.) 

A random sample of thirty annual reports of 
municipal libraries in this country for either 
1956-57 or 1957-58 gives a median turnover rate 
of 22 per cent, ranging from 60 to 8 per cent. 
So few of the county library reports immediately 
available gave the necessary information that it 
was decided to restrict the sample to municipal 
libraries. 

The sample chosen is almost certainly too small 
and unscientific to provide any really useful 
information, although there may be some 
significance in the above-average rate in eight of 
the eleven libraries in the London area included 
in it. 

It is suggested that this may well be a field for 
useful investigation and if any librarian who 
agrees with me would be good enough to send 
me the figures showing his turnover rate for 
1957-58, I should be grateful. May I be permitted 
to make a special appeal to my county library 
colleagues ? 
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Manual staff and part-time professional and 
clerical staff should not be included. No authority 
would be referred to by name in any report 
that might be issued without the prior consent 
of the librarian concerned. 


ASPECTS OF LIBRARY PROVISION 
FOR UNDERGRADUATES 


Mr. D. G. RAmaGge, M.A., Librarian, Durham 
University Library, writes: 

I should like to correct a mistake on page 309 
in Mr. Humphreys’ article in the October 
RECORD. The sentence reads— 

“Durham paid a subscription for two years for a 
similar service and found that students made so little 
use of the books that the cost of subscription was instead 
diverted to the purchase of duplicate texts.”’ 

This is a misinterpretation of our report of what 
happened. Students made very little use of the 
service and the Students’ Representative Council 
petitioned that the money should be spent 
instead on the purchase of duplicate texts. This 
was not, however, done. We do not do all we 
are asked to do by the S.R.C. I made the correc- 
tion at the meeting at which Mr. Humphreys 
gave his paper, but he seems to have overlooked 


Miss J. Sotomon, A.L.A., L.C.C. Education 
Library Service, writes: 

I was interested to read Mr. Humphreys’ 
article on library provision for undergraduates, 
in the October RECORD. 

In view of his tentative surmise about services 
to students living in county areas, the following 
example of service by a county branch library 
may be of interest: 

1. Students’ loans. 

Non-fiction books in county library stock are 
issued to bona fide students for three months if 
needed for study purposes and provided that 
they are not in demand. Books issued on 
“student” tickets which are requested by cther 
readers may be recalled at any time after |4 days’ 
issue. Routine overdues are sent to “‘student”’ 
readers at the end of each academic term. 

2. Vacation reading. 

Undergraduates and other students at college 
away from home are encouraged to take back 
a supply of reservation cards with them each term. 
These cards can be filled in with titles of the books 
required for vacation reading and posted in an 
envelope to the branch librarian before the end 
of term. The books can then be assembled for 
the student by the beginning of the vacation, 
thus giving him the maximum time for reading 
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them. Of course the usual illegible lists and urgent 
last-minute requests come to the library as well, 
and every effort is made to deal with these 
satisfactorily. 

It should be stressed that this library enjoys 
two distinct advantages: (1) as a branch of a 
good county library it can draw on a well-stocked 
Student Section for advanced and specialist 
books; (2) close liaison with local schools 
ensures that students going from them to colleges 
and universities are well acquainted with the 
library’s services and are accustomed to making 
intelligent use of them. 


MISUSE OF INTERLENDING 

Mr. L. G. Lovett, F.L.A., Borough Librarian 
of Rotherham, writes: 

In my post today was an application from the 
National Central Library to lend to a county 
library in the south of England the A.S.M. 
Metals handbook and supplements. The county 
concerned, though in the minds of non-Londoners 
associated mainly with golf courses and stock- 
broker-Tudor, does contain within the county 
library area an industrial town of over 70,000 
population: it was, in fact, to this town that the 
Metals handbook was to be sent. 

Also in my post today was the 1958-59 edition 
of the Library Association’s invaluable Estimates 
of expenditure: public libraries. A glance at this 
document revealed that the county library 
referred to above had a book fund of £83,305, or 
4s. 4d. per head of its population. 

To those of us who try, with book funds only 
a fraction, both in total and in expenditure per 
head, of what this county is enjoying, to make 
some reasonable provision for the needs of 
industry in our areas, it would appear that this 
county might well have considered expending 
ten guineas of its eighty thousands on buying 
for itself a copy of a reference book so basic 
in any district where any branch of the metal 
industry is practised. For a library so fortunately 
placed financially to attempt to obtain such a 
book through the interlending machinery is a 
flagrant misuse of such machinery, and much as 
I feel for the technological clients of a library 
with such an idea of its responsibilities, I had to 
refuse to lend it, because, quite truthfully, this 
book is in constant use here. 

I wonder if this county library would attempt 
to borrow the Oxford companion to English 
literature? 1 doubt it, because almost certainly 
at some point before the request was sent to the 
Regional Library Bureau somebody would have 
decided that it was a standard reference book 
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
SECOND INTERNATIONAL 
CONFERENCE ON THE 


PEACEFUL 
USES 

OF ATOMIC 
ENERGY 


The only complete and 
official United Nations edition 











SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT! 


Prepublication price for full set (33 volumes) now extended to January 31st 1959. 
In response to many requests the United Nations will accept full orders at the reduced 
price of £155 stg. during the first month of 1959. After January 31st the price will 
approximate £182 stg. (average about £5 5s. Od. stg. per volume). 





The Proceedings: 

More than 2,200 scientific papers from 
the leading scientists of approximately 
70 countries. 

Main subjects covered: 
CONTROLLED FUSION 

REACTOR PHYSICS, ECONOMICS, SAFETY 
RESEARCH REACTORS 

POWER REACTORS 

NUCLEAR PHYSICS 

NUCLEAR MATERIALS 

RADIOACTIVE MATERIALS 

WASTE TREATMENT 

ENVIRONMENTAL ASPECTS 
RADIATION EFFECTS, CHEMICAL AND 

BIOLOGICAL 
IsOTOPES IN INDUSTRY 
PHYSIOLOGY AND MEDICINE 

AND OTHERS 


Price: 

Full set (to January 31st 1959) £155 stg. or equivalent 
after January 31st: Approximately £182 stg. Each 
volume will be sold separately. Abridged French and 
Spanish editions available. 


Now available: 
Volume 2 Survey of Raw Material Resources. 846 
pages. £6 12s. Od. stg. 


Available soon: 

Volume 3 Processing of Raw Materials. 612 pages. 
£5 6s. Od. stg. 

Volume 31 Theoretical and Experimental Aspects of 
Controlled Nuclear Fusion. Price to be announced. 

Volume 32 Controlled Fusion Devices. Price to be 
announced. 






Consult your local bookseller or the <I> 
UNITED NATIONS 4 oN | 
Sales Section (Atomic Energy) WJ 


ye yj 
Geneva Y / 
Brochures available on request 
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which no library would either be likely to, or 
should be called upon to, lend. Yet here the 
Metals handbook is of far more use than, and is 
used far more frequently than, the Oxford 
companion. 


LIBRARY WORK WITH CHILDREN 


Mr. R. P. A. Epwarps, Librarian-in-charge of 


Work with Young People, Shoreditch Public 
Libraries, writes: 

It is heartening that a national evening paper 
should find interest in Mr. Clements’ appeal on 
behalf of male children’s librarians (see October 
Recorp, p. 323). Yet it would be a pity if the 
public were to be misled thereby into believing 
that the rarity of men in children’s libraries is 
due mainly to the prejudices of local authorities. 
Plenty of councils would gladly employ them 
if they could be had. 

May I suggest three good reasons why men are 
reluctant to become children’s librarians ? Firstly, 
men rarely become interested in this type of 
work until after they are married, and by then 
they have already decided in which branch of 
librarianship they will specialize. Secondly, there 
is reason to regard children’s library work as a 
dead-end. Few in it are graded higher than Grade 
3 and most earn less. Thirdly, and perhaps most 
importantly, due to American influence, chil- 
dren’s work has acquired a rather “twee” 
atmosphere of story-telling, puppetry and some- 
what prim ladies who frown heavily at boys who 
read Biggles and play football. Extension work 
is not without value, but unless staff is available 
on the American scale, then it can rarely be done 
without prejudicing the real work of the library— 
getting the books on the shelves, the children 
into the library and an appreciation of good 
books into their heads. These three tasks can 
only be done if the children’s librarian is willing 
to devote a good part of his or her spare time 
in getting a good “inside’’ knowledge of all 
children’s books and children’s minds. 


NOMINATIONS TO COMMITTEES 

Mr. D. P. WoopwortH, A.L.A., Senior 
Assistant, Corby Region, Northants. County 
Library, writes: 

As this year’s crop of voting papers begins to 
be circulated, the question arises, do we or do we 
not want section activities to continue in the 
same old vein, or do we want new blood on our 
committees with much-needed new ideas? 

If taking the first two voting papers as a 
guide is correct, there is a terribly apathetic 
attitude rampant in the profession. It seems 
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that most members are content only to attend 
meetings and to criticize the result if they are not 
to their satisfaction, rather than to be willing 
to stand for election on various committees, and 
thus to do something about it. 

I have just seen the list of candidates for the 
divisional committee of the Reference and 
Special Libraries Section in this area. I was 
appalled to see that all but one of those named 
had been nominated by the committee. Having 
digested this, I expected higher things of the 
national list of candidates for the same section. 
But no! Out of nine names submitted for election, 
seven were nominated by the committee. 

It is quite plain that people are not interested 
and that if the committee did not press people 
to stand for election, the section concerned would 
go out of existence. 

Now if this is the case in other sections of the 
L.A., would it not be politic to suggest that a 
limit be placed on the number of nominations a 
committee as a whole might make? 

However, at least the East Midlands Division 
of the A.A.L. is alive and kicking. From nomina- 
tions received for next year’s committee so far, 
75 per cent are new names. If only other divisions 
and sections could show similar interest! 


Miss M. Extiey, F.L.A., Chairman, Reference and 
Special Libraries Section, replies: 

But, Mr. Woodworth, where are your nominations 
both for the R.S.L. National Committee and R.S.L. 
North Midland Group Committee? You are a member 
of both bodies. The R.S.L. Section is far from going 
“out of existence’. Like EMDAAL, it is “alive and 
kicking’’ and many of the projects concerning the L.A. 
Council and its Committees at the present time have in 
fact emanated from the R.S.L. 

| sympathize with any member becoming irritated by 
the many voting papers we receive. The R.S.L. firmly 
believe that nomination by the Committee is assurance 
that the person is considered a fit and proper person to 
serve on the Committee. Over 20 years of committee work 
I have seen other committees make similar nominations, 
but in fact submit them over the names of individual 
members. The R.S.L. Committees have the courage of 
their convictions. None of the Committee members was 
“pressed to stand for election’’. It is not “quite plain 
that people are not interested’’. People are lazy! 


PETROLEUM EXHIBIT 


Mr. D. G. Gorr, Petroleum Information 
Bureau, 29 New Bond Street, W.1, writes: 

From time to time we receive requests from 
those in charge of provincial public libraries to 
provide material for display purposes, and this 
we are glad to do. Because of transport problems, 
the material made available in response to 
such requests is limited to that which can be 
safely sent by parcel post. 
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It may, however, be of interest to such lib- 
rarians in the London area to learn that we also 
have a small but comprehensive and attractive 
exhibit which can be made available to any public 
library within reasonable access of these premises, 
if adequate transport under the borrower’s own 
control can be provided. 

Generally the exhibit, which includes a number 
of models and display cabinets, deals with the 
search for, and the production, refining and 
transportation of oil, on an industry basis. It is 
in no way concerned with any company or its 
products. 

Details of the complete exhibit can be made 
available to any public library in the London 
area. The wall and table space required would 
be approximately 300 and 80 square feet respec- 
tively, and a 30 cwt.-van would be needed for 
transport. 


APPOINTMENTS IN N. IRELAND 

Mr. J. J. GRANEEK, M.A., Librarian, Queen's 
University of Belfast, writes: 

I have just seen the letter from Dr. T. M. 
Walker appearing in the November issue (pages 
348-9). Matters which he discusses therein will, 
undoubtedly, be of concern to all librarians, but 
it is important before any further consideration 
is given to them by the Council of the Association, 
or any action taken, that the facts should be 
clearly established. 

I am pleased to have Mr. Paton’s assurance 
that the Association made representations to the 
Ministry of Labour in protest against their 
refusal to grant a permit to the successful can- 
didate for the post of Deputy Librarian in County 
Antrim. This was, obviously, a case where some 
action of the kind was called for. The suggestion, 
however, that this action on the part of the 
Ministry represents a consistently illiberal policy 
is entirely unjustified by the facts. I myself have 
not had the benefit of any discussions on this 
matter with officials of the Ministry of Labour, 
but I know from my own experience as University 
Librarian and from my knowledge of the situa- 
tion generally in Northern Ireland that the Minis- 
try, while rightly concerned to safeguard the 
interests of local people, is entirely co-operative in 
the matter of senior professional appointments. 
To confine ourselves to librarians, in the thirteen 
years that I have been here, the University has 
never been refused an employment permit for an 
appointment in the grade of Assistant Librarian 
and above, and I believe that Magee University 
College has had the same happy experience. 
Of the seven major public library authorities in 


ere enema ae kam et 


THE LIBRARY ASSOCIATION RECORD 


383 











THE 
HOLT-JACKSON 


BOOK COMPANY 
LIMITED 


Public and County 
Library Booksellers 


MONTAUBAN CHAMBERS 
ST. ANNES-ON-SEA 
LANCS. 

Telephone: St. Annes 575 


aks, 


London Showroom: 


59 BRITTON STREET 
CLERKENWELL ROAD, E.C.1 


Telephone: Clerkenwell 3250 














384 


Northern Ireland, Belfast County Borough has 
made two chief appointments since the war, both 
of Englishmen who required (and were readily 
granted) employment permits, and three of the 
six counties have in recent years had “immigrant” 
librarians. I suggest that this picture hardly con- 
forms to the situation envisaged by Dr. Walker 
of a public library service in Northern Ireland in 
imminent danger of collapse. 

The implication in the final paragraph of Dr. 
Walker's letter is so shocking that I find it hard 
to believe that he realizes the imputation against 
his professional colleagues in the Province. In 
case it is necessary I do assure you, Sir, and any 
of your readers who may need to be so assured, 
that the majority of us who live and work in this 
delectable corner of the British Isles are not so 
narrow-minded or self-seeking as Dr. Walker 
suggests. 


PUBLIC LIBRARY CHARGES 

CouNcILLoR Mrs. Rutu Davies, C/ 
Committee for Libraries and Arts, 
writes: 

Please allow me to contradict the statement 
made by Alderman F. J. Stott in a letter published 
in the November issue, in which he claims that the 
Chairman of the Dudley Public Libraries Com- 
mittee had given as “Ais” opinion that the time 
had come for local authorities to make charges 
for some of the services public libraries were now 
providing. No such statement was made by me, 
and your correspondent obviously mis-heard the 
name of the authority concerned. 

[Ald. Stott offers apologies. His letter was actually 
inspired by comments made by Coun. J. Meakin (see 
Proceedings, p. 61).—Eb.] 


A PRIMER OF NON-BOOK MATERIALS 
IN LIBRARIES 

Mr. P. G. New, B.A., F.L.A., Chief Assistant 
Librarian, Richard Thomas and Baldwins, Ltd., 
writes: 

As Honorary Publications Office: the 
A.A.L. during the gestation of Mr. Mason's book, 
I would like to comment on Mr. Hoy’s remarks 
on its physical attributes which he made in his 
review in the November REecorp (pages 357-8). 

I think that Mr. Hoy is not quite fair in his 
unfavourable comparison with Clough’s Book- 
binding for librarians. Clough was not a primer. 
The A.A.L. Council felt that a substantial book 
on bookbinding merited incurring the expense of 
producing a handsome, well-bound volume. 

Mason should properly be compared with the 
previous primer format (8 point type, cut-flush 
boards) as used for Phillips and Norris. It has 
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always been A.A.L. policy to keep the cost of 
these student books to the minimum by econo- 
mical format, but the recent development of 
staff libraries and library school libraries, with 
consequently less burden on the_ individual 
student’s pocket, has allowed the A.A.L. to 
permit some limited rise in standards—and price. 

A more expensive paper and real cloth covered 
boards were not thought justified in a book 
which, because of the changing nature of its 
subject matter, would probably require a new 
edition within a few years. Also, by A.A.L. 
standards, the price of the book is high enough, 
principally because of the smaller-than-usual 
number of copies printed. 

I am glad, however, that Mr. Hoy thinks 
well of the contents of the book, and that it 
appears to have achieved what the A.A.L. hoped 


for. 


BRIGHTON CONFERENCE PROCEEDINGS 


In the report of the discussion which followed 
the County Libraries Section session on page 72 
of the Proceedings of the Annual Conference, 1958, 
three corrections should be made to the third 
paragraph. 

The amended paragraph should now read: 

“Mr. G. E. Trower (West Suffolk) affirmed his belief 
that the mobile library could not entirely replace the 
Static service point which, when well run, could be 
available to readers for longer and more convenient 
periods. He also mentioned the usefulness of a reader 
who possessed a telephone at each mobile library halt, 
in case of breakdown.” 


Library Association Library 


ADDITIONS TO THE LIBRARY, JUNE-SEPTEMBER, 1958 
(Continued) 
060—GENERAL SOcIeTIES 
PotisH ACADEMY OF Sciences. Directory. Warsaw, 
“Ossolineum”’, 1957. 120 p. 063.8058 


Museums and galleries in Great Britain and Northern 
ireland. London, Index Publishers, 1958. 56 p. 
069.0942 

070—-JOURNALISM 
Willing’s press guide, 1958. London, Willing’s Press 
Service, 1958. 642 p. 070.58 


330—SociaAL SCIENCES 
ATKINSON, W. O. Presidential address to the Institute of 
Municipal Treasurers and Accountants (Incorpor- 
ated). London, 1958. 20 p. 336 
Great Brirain. Scottish Home DepartMEeNT. Local 
government in Scotland. Edinburgh, H.M.S.O., 1958. 


48 p. 352.041 
Imriz, A. L. The Scottish Local Government Bill. 
London, Institute of Municipal Treasurers and 
Accountants, 1958. 15 p. 352.041 


CuesTer, D. N. The Local Government Bill: some general 
thoughts. London, Institute of Municipal Treasurers 
and Accountants, 1958. 22 p. 352.042 
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Great Britain. Statutes. Local government, compris- 
ing statutes, orders, circulars, memoranda, cases and 
departmental decisions affecting local authorities. 
... 1957. London, Butterworth, Shaw & Sons, 1958. 
700; 67 p. 352.042 

INSTITUTE OF MUNICIPAL TREASURERS AND ACCOUNTANTS. 
Report of the Council 1957-58: Part A—Matters of 
general interest. London, 1958. 23 p. 352.042 

Report of the Council 1957-58: Part B—matters 
relating to the management of the institute. London, 
1958. 15 p. 352.042 

Po.carp, C. H. The Local Government Bill: the financial 
consequences. London, Institute of Municipal 
Treasurers and Accountants, 1958. 27 p. 352.042 

RATING AND VALUATION AssociaTIon. A selected list of 
Lands Tribunal rating appeals. London, 1958. 
264 p. 352.042 

<iuyMER, R. The Local Government Bill: counties and 
county districts. London, Institute of Municipal 
Treasurers and Accountants, 1958. 21 p. 352.042 

Peers, R. Adult education. London, Routledge & Kegan 
Paul; New York, Humanities Press, 1958. 365, 16 p. 


374 
GREAT BRITAIN. CENTRAL OFFICE OF INFORMATION 
Rererence Division. Technological education in 


Britain. London, H.M.S.O., 1957. [3],36 p. 378.996 
The year book of technical education and careers in 
industry, 1958. London, Adam and Charles Black, 
1958. 1158 p. 378.996058 


533.6—AERONAUTICS 
Great BritTatn. ROYAL AIRCRAFT ESTABLISHMENT, 
FARNBOROUGH. Sources of aeronautical information. 
Farnborough, 1954. 3 p. 533.6 


600—UsEFUL ARTS 
Dau_, S. History of the book. Ist English ed. New York, 
Scarecrow Press, 1958. v, 7-279 p. 655 
SHEPHERD, E. G. Typography for students. London, 
Macdonald & Evans, 1958. 223 p. 655 
Pottincer, D. T. The French book trade in the Ancien 
Régime, 1500-1791. Cambridge (Mass.), Harvard 
U.P.; London, Oxford U.P., 1958. 363 p. 655.0944 
Ruppet, A. Johannes Gutenberg. Berlin, Verlag Gebr. 
Mann, 1947. 230 p. 655.11 


Rag, T. Androw Myllar. Greenock, Signet Press, 1958 
14 p. 655.141 
SCOTLAND. NATIONAL LipRaRy, EpInsuRGH. Four 


hundred and fifty years of Scottish printing: an 
exhibition to commemorate the first printing in 
Scotland, 1508: [catalogue.] Edinburgh, 1958. 20 p. 


655.141 
Kuo-Cuun, L. Story of the Chinese book. Peking, 
Foreign Languages Press, 1958. 88 p. 655.151 


Berry, W. T., and others. The encyclopaedia of type faces. 
New edition, London, Blandford Press, 1958. 358 p. 
655.24 

BRITISH STANDARDS INSTITUTION. Typeface nomenclature. 
London, 1958. 10 p. 655.24 
GREAT BRITAIN. CENTRAL YOUTH EMPLOYMENT EXECU- 


Tive. Printing: composing room crafts. 2nd ed. 
London, H.M.S.O., 1958. 20 p. 655.25 
Burns, R., compiler. Printing inks. 2nd ed. London, 
Pitman, 1958. 205-272 p. 655.32 


INDIAN STANDARDS INSTITUTION. Specification for title- 
leaf of a book (tentative). Delhi, 1956. 5 p. 655.53 


Copincer, W. A., and Sxone, J. F. E. The law of copy- 
right. 9th ed. London, Sweet & Maxwell, 1958. 917 p. 
655.6 
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Smith’s Library Sales Department 
is helping many librarians to get the 
very best out of a modest budget. 


We can always offer you a wide 
range of ex-library fiction in good 
second-hand condition at bargain 
prices from 4/6 a copy. Each is 
supplied in its original coloured 
jacket, protected by a strong trans- 
parent plastic sleeve—just what you 
want from time to time to freshen 
up your hardest-used stock. 


Lists of newly available titles are 
circulated every month, and our 
representatives will be pleased to 
call with specimen volumes and a 
large selection of wrappers. Visitors 
to London will be cordially wel- 
comed from Monday to Friday at 


STRAND HOUSE - LONDON - W.C.2 
W. H. SMITH & SON 


Telephone HOLborn 4343 





REBOUND BOOKS—in strong 
library binding—are available at 
prices from 7/- a copy. 
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Ewart, K. Copyright. Cambridge, University Press, 
1952. 19 p. 655.6 
Coteman, D. C. The British paper industry, 1495-1860. 
Oxford, Clarendon P., 1958. 376 p. 676 


700—Fine ARTS 

Davipson, D. McB. J. Floors and floorings. 2nd ed. rev. 
London, Crosby Lockwood, 1958. 116 p. 721.6 
WiLuiAM Morris GALLERY, WALTHAMSTOW. Catalogue 
of the Morris collection. Walthamstow, 1958. 53 p. 
745.440942 

Great Britain. ROYAL AIRCRAFT ESTABLISHMENT, 
FARNBOROUGH. Aeronautical scientific films. Farn- 


borough, 1955. 10 p. 778.53 
POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC PLANNING, LONDON. Television 
in Britain. London, 1958. 30 p. 791.4 


800— LITERATURE 
Ranv, P. Literature in America. New York, Meridian 
Books, 1957. 452 p. 810.4 
HALL, D., and others, editors. New poets of England 
and America. New York, Meridian Books, 1957. 


351 p. 821.08 
TRILLING, L. Matthew Arnold. New York, Meridian 
Books, 1955. 413 p. 824.85 
Forster, E. M. Abinger harvest. New York, Meridian 
Books, 1955. 344 p. 824.91 


*  900—History 
AUROUSSEAU, M. The rendering of geographical names. 
London, Hutchinson University Library, 1957. 


145 p. 910.3 

The British Commonwealth, 1958. 2nd ed. London, 

Europa Publications, 1958. 958 p. 942.002 
Reviews 


PEAKES (G. L.), and others, eds. Progress report in 
chemical literature retrieval; eds. G. L. 
Peakes, A. Kent and J. W. Perry; based on 
symposia of the Division of Chemica! Litera- 
ture, American Chemical Society, held in 
Minneapolis, Minnesota, September, 1955, 
and in Dallas, Texas, April, 1956. xii, 217 pp. 
illus., tables, diagrs. (Advances in docu- 
mentation and library science. |.) (New 
York; London, Interscience.) 

In this book there is a very large number of 
papers dealing with recent work on the use of 
machine-sorted, punched card installations, and 
to your reviewer they are the most interesting, 
since they indicate that some of the problems, 
such as those arising from difficulties of coding, 
that existed a few years ago are much nearer 
solution. Particularly valuable are those in which 
are described the experiences of Carbide & 
Carbon Chemical Company and the United 
States and Australian patent offices in this field. 

The “Uniterm” system of co-ordinate index- 
ing has given rise to a considerable body of 
literature, appreciative and otherwise, but little 
of it has taken the system much further. In this 

volume, however, there is a paper by G. L. 
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Peakes, of the Bakelite Company, in which he 
describes an intriguing use of unit cards in a 
machine-sorted, punched card index for technical 
reports. On first examination one wonders 
whether the amount of space required may not 
be excessive, but figures are given that somewhat 
allay one’s fears on this score, and there have, 
rather interestingly, been indications recently that 
workers on the development of punched card 
systems (not tape or drum) for information 
retrieval have been more concerned with reducing 
sorting time than space. Peakes’s method has 
particular value at the moment, since owing to the 
introduction of magnetic tape and drum storing 
and sorting systems for sales and accounting 
purposes, time on punched card sorters is 
becoming more readily available for use in 
libraries and information departments. 

Having drawn attention to some of the more 
valuable parts of this work, your reviewer must 
be allowed to wonder why such elementary papers 
as those by Wiegand and Perry, Zeisig, and Tapia 
have been published. The first, on “literature 
searching”, adds nothing new to the subject, and 
by its title (“The engineering approach to 
chemical literature’) and general outlook, seeks 
to claim a new approach, while being in reality 
only a re-statement of the fact that searching 
literature, like many other tasks, is helped if the 
searcher uses commonsense. The papers by 
Zeisig and Tapia are extremely elementary 
accounts of the use of edge-punched cards. 

One other paper, that by members of the 
Ethyl Corporation Research Laboratories, is of a 
similar standard, is full of unnecessary detail, and 
contains a number of useless illustrations. That 
on page 183, where one cannot even read the 
words on the tabs of the guide cards, is a parti- 
cularly offending example. 

All in all, this volume contains a great deal of 
useful information, and one’s main regret is that 
the editors did not exercise better judgment than 
to include the poor papers mentioned, which 
somewhat mar an otherwise useful book. 

D. V. ARNOLD 


STEBBINS (KATHLEEN B.). Personnel adminis- 
tration in libraries. 1958. 304 pp. (New York, 
Scarecrow Press, $6.) 

There is probably no more neglected field 
within British library administration than that of 
staff management. There is next to no provision 
for the study of the subject in our normal courses 
of professional training; we have few professional 
teachers with either sufficient interest or suitable 
qualifications; we probably have even fewer 
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Library Association examiners capable of dealing 
with it adequately. For these and other reasons 
this new American contribution is to be welcomed. 

Mrs. Stebbins, Director of Personnel of the 
Detroit Public Library, has drawn upon her long 
experience and wide reading in order to present 
to us a most valuable summary of current 
principles, policies and practices, not only in the 
field of library administration but also in that of 
personnel administration in general. It is of 
interest to note in passing that the Detroit Public 
Library does have a personnel officer, whose 
whole-time job is to “recruit, interview, select, 
hire, train, and communicate with employees’’. 
In 1957 about half of the thirty-eight larger 
public libraries in the United States had such an 
officer on their establishment. Not a single 
British library has seen fit to establish a position, 
which as long ago as 1943 was regarded by the 
McDiarmids as essential in any library system 
employing more than 150 staff. “Petty tyranny 
and wasteful disorder’’ were found to be all too 
prevalent in the American public library by the 
staff of the Public Library Inquiry when they 
reported nearly ten years ago. There is probably 
still too much of both, but, as this book makes 
clear, our transatlantic colleagues have been 
making strenuous efforts to improve the situation. 
There is little sign of the growth of any similar 
interest in this country and one shudders at the 
thought of what might be revealed by any outside 
investigation of personnel policies and practices 
in a number of British libraries. 

The main duties of a full-time personnel 
officer in a large American library determine the 
content and arrangement of the first half of the 
book and every British librarian will find much 
to interest him under each heading, most notably 
recruiting, the “turnover problem’’, in-service 
training and good staff relations. The second half 
gives details of forms and records, followed by 
details of personnel practices, classification plans 
and salaries in forty-three public libraries, both 
municipal and county. From this it would seem 
that the professional recruit, appointed by one 
of the larger public libraries on graduation from 
an accredited library school, can look forward 
to a starting salary of about $4,000, a five-day 
week of between 36 and 40 hours, a month’s 
vacation, and a salary scale on promotion to 
branch librarian or head of a smaller department, 
rising to anything from $5,000 to $6,500 (1957 
figures). To obtain the sterling equivalent, allow- 
ing for differences in the cost and standard of 
living, taxation, etc., one would not be far out 
after dividing the American figure by four. Not 
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New VOLUME 
JUST STARTING 


Newcomers 
ARE WELCOME 


to join the 573 

Public Libraries in 
Great Britain which 
subscribe to the Service 





if your library still lacks KEESING’S please write for a 
Free Test to KEESING’S - KEYNSHAM - BRISTOL 











bad, many a younger and frustrated APT. I 
British librarian might say. True, but salary 
and hours of work are not everything (as some 
who write and speak on the subject over here 
would seem to believe) and Mrs. Stebbins and 
many of the authorities quoted by her make this 
clear. Altogether, a useful book and one that 
should be within easy reach of every senior officer 
in any way concerned with personnel, that part 
of the organization taking up something like 
half the total budget of most libraries in this 


country today. 
J. C. HARRISON 


TAYLOR (F. R.). What's available in the technical 
library: a survey of some of the resources in 
addition to books. 1958. 13 pp. (Manchester 
Public Libraries, gratis.) 

A few years ago in certain parts of the country 
it was a common sight to see outside county 
library centres D.S.I.R. posters urging business- 
men to use the library as a technical information 
centre. Perhaps this was an extreme example of 
misguided enthusiasm, but there is no doubt that 
many people are unaware of what is meant by a 
technical library service, and some librarians feel 
justified in claiming a technical library on the 
strength of a selection of books in the lending 
departments. 

In this admirable pamphlet the Librarian of 
Manchester’s Technical Library describes what is 
available, besides the 80,000 books, to individuals 
and organizations in the vast industrial con- 
urbation of Manchester. There are 1,600 current 
periodicals, indexes, abstracts, patents, trade 
catalogues, research reports, standards, literature 
surveys and, most important, a trained and know- 
ledgeable staff. 

The pamphlet is intended as a guide for readers 
using the Manchester Technical Library, but I 
understand that copies will be made available for 
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students who require a brief survey of non-book 
materials and for practising librarians, both public 
and special, who may need to call upon Man- 
chester’s resources. I hope that copies also fall into 
the hands of those responsible for directing 
national scientific policy, if only to counteract 
in some measure the tendency to judge the value 
of public libraries in the technical sphere by 
county library centres and other similar libraries, 
where it would be impossible to provide services 
approaching those described in this pamphlet. 
PHiLip COLEHAN 


VoLLANs (R. F.). The researeh student and the 
public library. (University of London School 
of Librarianship and Archives. Occasional 
Publications, No. 8.) 8 pp. 

Starting from the tenet adopted by the Inter- 
national Congress of Libraries and Documen- 
tation Centres at Brussels in 1955 that “‘it is the 
purpose of public libraries to make it possible 
for all men, according to their needs and cir- 
cumstances, to enjoy whatever benefits full access 
to books and related forms of record may bring 
them’’, the case for providing research material 
is examined. It is concluded that the larger 
libraries, at least, have an important part to play, 
and that in some measure and in certain direc- 
tions, they are better fitted to help postgraduate 
workers than are the university and college 
libraries. Examples are given of this provision 
of specialist material in Westminster Reference 
Library and some others, and of its wide use 
by the class for which it is intended. The pamphlet 
is based on a public lecture delivered at University 
College and, like others in the series, will be of 
value to students of librarianship to whom the 
arguments and facts proffered may be new. 

W. ASHWORTH 


Fosketr (D. J.). Information service in libraries. 
1958. vii, 142 p. (Crosby Lockwood, 13s. 6d.) 

We have long needed a book which deals in 
broad outlines with the work of a librarian (docu- 
mentalist, information scientist or information 
officer) in a specialized library. In this volume, one 
of the New Librarianship Series, Mr. Foskett has 
given us in less than one hundred and forty pages 
a survey of the working of a special library and 
information service which forms a valuable intro- 
duction to the subject and does much to fill the 
gap in our professional literature. 

The book consists of eleven chapters on various 
aspects of information work, the most interesting 
of which (at least to this reviewer) are Chapter 1, 
on the origin of information services in libraries, 
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Chapter 2, on the role of the information officer, 
and Chapter 9, on reports and correspondence 
registries. The chapter on arrangement and 
indexing is an excellent account of current trends 
from a “pro-facet’’ viewpoint. 

Both the editor of the series, Mr. Collison, and 
the author are wise to have omitted the word 
“special” from the title for, though this book 
deals largely with special libraries, it is of very 
real concern to all librarians and will, I hope, 
be read by all those who are thinking seriously 
about librarianship and information work. Much 
of the book is concerned with the “‘librarian- 
information officer’’ controversy with special 
reference to training on which Mr. Foskett so 
rightly says: 

“All the necessary preparation for complete co-opera- 
tion has been done and it will be a grave misfortune if 
those representing the extremes of opinion cannot be 
persuaded to come to a compromise.” 

No one reading this book can but realize that 
there is an urgent need for the Library Association 
to revise its constitution to meet present needs 
(which, if any, other professional association 
gives laymen voting power at its annual general 
meeting?). The librarians who are pressing for 
reforms in the constitution are not, as is often 
alleged, separatists who want to split the pro- 
fession into public library and non-public library, 
but are unifiers who wish to see the Library Asso- 
ciation expanded so as to include all libraries and 
librarianship within one association. (It is 
salutary to remember that at present there are 
more library authorities outside’the L.A. than 
in it.) Time is pressing and much ground is being 
lost. The Association has a sub-committee of its. 
Council considering the constitution. The report. 
which is expected before long, will it. is hoped 
urge reforms that if adopted will lead to an 
expansion of the work of the Library Association 
and, by an elimination of the municipal library 
bias, lead to a unified profession. 

The book shows signs of haste in preparation 
and proof reading. Any new edition would 
benefit from the deletion of some of the ephemeral 
material and the expansion of some of the chap- 
ters, especially that on the selection and acquisi- 
tion of stock. E. A. BAKER 


Foskxett (D. J.). Library classification and the 
field of knowledge. Occasional papers, no. 1. 
1958. 15 pp. (Library Association, Reference 
and Special Libraries Section, North Western 
Group, 2s. 6d.) 

Mr. Foskett’s argument is that library classi- 
fication should be based on the field of knowledge 
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and not on logical classification, exemplified by 
the Tree of Porphyry and the five predicables. 
Books cannot be arranged like objects in a 
museum by degrees of likeness, as they deal not 
only with descriptions of objects, but with 
relationships and processes. In his survey of the 
field of knowledge, he outlines the ideas of 
numerous thinkers, notably Plato, Aristotle, 
Bacon, Galileo, Comte and Spencer. These he 
relates to library classification schemes, starting 
with the System of the Paris Booksellers, which 
in its main classes shows an essentially eighteenth- 
century outlook. He considers that the popu- 
larity of Dewey is due in the main to the decimal 
notation. Bliss, in spite of his monumental con- 
tribution to the subject, has “failed to break free 
from the rigidity of logical division within 
classes’. Ranganathan has made a complete 
break with tradition and his scheme alone 
“provides a means for specifying objects and 
processes separately and independently’. In 
conclusion, Mr. Foskett points to the inade- 
quacies of existing schemes for the needs of 
research. 

In a comparatively short address the author 
has contrived to deal extensively both with the 
field of knowledge and with library classification 
schemes, displaying remarkable erudition. The 
reviewer is in entire agreement with Mr. Foskett 
as to the unsatisfactory nature of the standard 
classification schemes and has only a few com- 
ments to offer on this excellent paper. By omitting 
to mention the bibliographical scheme of Conrad 
Gesner in the sixteenth century, the author gives 
the impression that library classification started 
with Brunet. By representing the field of know- 
ledge as almost exclusively scientific, Mr. Foskett 
might give some readers who are interested 
mainly in humanistic subjects, with which a large 
proportion of libraries are still chiefly concerned, 
the idea that improvement in classification were 
of no importance to them. Finally, he might 
perhaps have ended on a more cheerful note by 
holding out hopes that before long classification 
schemes on faceted lines will become widely 
available or that some organization may be set 
up to work out schemes for libraries. 

O. W. PENDLETON 


The concise Cambridge bibliography of English 
literature, 600-1950. Ed. by George Watson. 
1958. xi, 272 pp. (Cambridge U.P., 20s.) 

There should be a ready welcome for this 
convenient abridgement. It is a compression, into 

a crown 8vo volume of some 270 pages, of the 

four-volume Cambridge bibliography of English 
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literature (1940) and its Supplement (1957), with 
a final section on the period 1900-50, which has 
not been covered so far by the parent work. 

After a general introductory section on English 
literature as a whole, listing reference works, and 
books of general literary history and criticism, 
collections and anthologies, and so on, the biblio- 
graphy of English literature is covered in six 
periods of which the first five correspond with the 
main period divisions of the original work. Each 
of these six sections begins with a list of general 
bibliographies, literary histories and general 
works, and within each section the authors are 
arranged alphabetically. 

Some four hundred writers are dealt with, 
“including almost all the writers ranking as major 
in C.B.F.L.”. Under each author the list is in two 
parts, “works by’’ and “‘works about”. In the 
first, the canon of the author’s work is represented 
in selection; in the second, only standard bio- 
graphies and major and general critical studies 
are entered, with the emphasis always on books 
rather than articles. 

It is perhaps doubtful if anyone familiar with 
the parent work would prefer to turn to the 
abridgement; but the new compilation makes 
available “the essence of the major work”’ in an 
attractive and convenient form. In the lending 
library or the small branch reference collection 
or on one’s own shelves, where the full work 
may be both too large and too expensive, the 
Concise edition will be welcomed. 

Complete approval is qualified only by ques- 
tioning the wisdom of the alphabetical arrange- 
ment of authors within the six period divisions. 
This results in the surprising juxtaposition of 
Sir Walter Scott and George Bernard Shaw, of 
Jane Austen and Sir J. M. Barrie, of Keats and 
Kipling, of H. G. Wells and Wordsworth. The 
arrangement underlines the difficulty of pigeon- 
holing authors in periods: thus Kipling, Shaw, 
Wells and Yeats are of the nineteenth century, 
but Hilaire Belloc, Arnold Bennett, Conrad, 
Galsworthy and Lady Gregory are of the early 
twentieth. However, a good index provides the 
essential key. W. R. AITKEN 


Obituary 
EYLES.—We regret to note the death of Mr. 
P. H. Eyles, A.L.A., Branch Librarian, Middlesex 
County Libraries. 


KERR.—We regret to announce the death of 
Miss Helen Kerr, F.L.A., formerly Children’s 
Librarian, Glasgow Public Libraries, on 12th 
October, 1958. 
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From the inauguration of the Youth Libraries Section 
of the L.A., Helen Kerr was the representative for 
Scotland. Quiet and unassuming, but with a dry Scottish 
wit, she soon became a valued colleague and endeared 
herself to us all. She was quick to praise others and to 
say the gracious and kindly word, but her own com- 
petence and hard work were unobtrusive. As chairman, 
an office she held twice, she conducted our committees 
with efficiency and good humour and when feelings ran 
high or proceedings became too solemn, her shrewd 
comments restored our sense of proportion. During her 
many years as representative, the Scottish Branch of the 
Youth Libraries Section was the most flourishing of any 
in its membership and attractive and well-attended 
meetings. This was due almost entirely to her influence 
and hard work for she never spared herself 

Helen Kerr and her husband, affectionately known to 
us all as ‘Bill’, were present at every L.A. Conference 
and were known to a wide circle of friends there for their 
kindliness and pleasant personality 

Her gaiety, her courage, her generosity, her kindly and 
cheerful presence will be remembered with affection by 


all her many friends. For each of us her passing is a 
personal loss 

EILEEN H. COLWELI 

Miss Kerr entered the Glasgow Libraries ir 16, and 

retired from the service on 30th April, 19 After 

serving in a number of the district libraries, she was 

appo'nted a District Librarian in 1944 and Children’s 


Librarian in 1946. Miss Kerr was a keen member of the 
Library Association and was particularly interested in the 


work of the Youth Section. She was the Hon. Secretary 
of the Scottish Branch of the Youth Sectio ce its 
nception in 1948, and was Chairman of the Youth Sectior 
in 1957 and represented the Section on the Co of the 
Library Association during 1957 and 1958 

Among her many activities she was probably best 
known through her broadcasts on children’s books and 
reading, which were greatly appreciated by young and 
old. During recent months she was engaged on the 
important task of editing a new edition of Books for 
voung people, Group Il 

Miss Kerr enjoyed the privilege of having sually 
wide circle of friends and by her death we mou 1¢ loss 
of an able colleague and dear friend. To her ! i we 
offer our deepest sympathy in his bereavem 

A. B. I N 


Appointments and Retirements 


AITKEN.—-Dr. W. R. Aitken, M.A., F.L.A., County 
Librarian of Perth and Kinross, to be County | arian 
of Ayrshire. 

ALLEN.—Mrs. B. J. Allen, A.L.A., Childre Libra- 
rian, Battersea P.L.. to be Librarian, Malory School, 
Downham, Kent 

ALLEN.—Mr. J. N. Allen, B.A., F.R.S.A., A.L.A., 
Librarian, New Milton Branch, Hants. Co.L., to be 
Central Lending Librarian, Coventry P.L. 

ANNESLEY.——-Mr. G. Annesley, A.L.A., East Alrican 
Literature Bureau, Nairobi, to leave the profession. 

ATKINSON.—Mrs. J. Atkinson, Senior Assistant, 


Castleford P.L., to be Senior Assistant, Lambeth P.L. 
BaLMER.—Miss J. W. Balmer, A.L.A., Librarian-in- 
charge, Wooler Mobile L., Northumberland Co.L., to be 
Branch Librarian, Wallsend P.L. 
Bancs.—Mr. R. A. Bangs, B.A., F.L.A., Deputy 
Borough Librarian, Dudley P.L., to be Deputy Borough 
Librarian, Hove P.1 
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Be._.—Miss M. R. E. Bell, Assistant, Crawley Region, 
W. Sussex Co.L., to be Assistant Eastbourne P.L. 

Birp.—Mr. J. Bird, M.A., F.L.A., Librarian, Aslib, 
to be Librarian, Morgan Brothers (Publishers) Ltd. 

BraysHAw.—-Miss H. Brayshaw, A.L.A., Librarian-in- 
charge of Work with Young People, Shoreditch P.L., 
to be Children’s Librarian, Southampton P.L. 

BrimeLow.—Mr. T. Brimelow, A.L.A., Assistant, 
Wigan P.L., to be Senior Assistant, Manchester College 
of Science and Technology. 

Bromiey.—Mr. D. W. Bromley, Assistant, Coventry 
P.L., to be Librarian, Commercial and Technical Library, 
Nottingham P.L. 

Bromiey.—Mrs. J. Bromley (née Brierley), B.A., 
A.L.A., Senior Assistant, Coventry P.L., to be Senior 
Assistant, Nottingham P.L. 

BuRRELt Miss M. P. J. 
Librarian, Battersea P.L., to 
Galt P.L., Ontario, Canada 

Carr.—Miss B. Carr, Assistant, Castleford P.L., to be 
Children’s Librarian, Castleford P.L. 

CoLeHAN.—Mr. P. Colehan, F.L.A., Librarian, Science 
and Commerce Library, Sheffield P.L., to be Deputy 
Director of Libraries and Museums, Tottenham P.L. 

FeGan.—Miss M. Fegan. B.A., Assistant Librarian, 
Cheltenham P.L., to be Senior Assistant, Worcester 
Park Branch, Sutton and Cheam P.L. 

Firoot.—Mr. E. R. S. Fifoot, M.C., M.A., A.L.A., 
Librarian-in-charge, Institute of Education Library, 
Leeds Univ., to be Deputy Librarian, Nottingham 
Univ. L. 

Georsce.—Mr. V. George, Deputy City Librarian of 
Leicester, has retired after over 51 years’ service. 

Gitroy.—Mr. D. Gilroy, A.L.A., Assistant Librarian, 
English Electric Co. Ltd., Warton Aerodrome, near 
Preston, to be Branch Librarian (Mobile Library), 
Widnes P.L. 

GrRAHAM.—-Miss A. M. Graham, M.A., A.L.A., 
Research Assistant, to be Assistant Keeper, First Class, 
Dept. of Printed Books, National Library of Scotland. 

Hancox.—Miss B. M. Hancox, A.L.A., Senior 
Assistant, Luton P.L., to be Senior Assistant, Devon 
Co.L. 

Harris.—Miss S. A. Harris, Branch Librarian, Derby 
Co.L., to be assistant-in-charge, Accessions Dept., Dorset 
Co.L. 

HEASLiP..—Miss M. Heaslip, A.L.A., Branch Librarian, 
Southmead Hospital, Bristol P.L., to be Hospitals 
Librarian, Croydon P.L. 

Hm..——-Mr. D. P. Hill, M.A., A.L.A., Reference 
Librarian, Barnes P.L., to be Reference Librarian, 
Fulham P.L. 

Hottoway.—Mr. M. F. Holloway, B.A., A.L.A., 
Assistant, Books Dept., British Council, to be Librarian, 
British Council, Teheran, Iran. 

Hoste.—Mrs. Y. O. Hoste (née Aldridge), Branch 
Librarian, Radford Branch, Coventry P.L., to be Music 
Librarian, Battersea P.L 

Hupson.—Mr. R. J. S. Hudson, M.A., to be Informa- 
tion Officer, British Iron and Steel Research Association, 
Sheffield. 

JamiESON.—Mr. I. M. Jamieson, A.L.A., Assistant, 
Newcastle upon Tyne P.L., to be Assistant Librarian, 
Commercial and Technical Library. 

Jerrress.—Mr. A. A. Jeffress, F.L.A., County Librarian 
of Berwickshire, to be County Librarian of Perth and 
Kinross. 


Burrell, A.L.A., Music 
be Assistant Librarian, 
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K&ENAN.—Miss S. V. Keenan, A.L.A., Librarian, 
Zinc Development Association, to be Scientific Indexer, 
H. W. Wilson Co., New York. 

Ketty.—Mr. D. Kelly, A.L.A., to be Assistant 
Librarian, University College of Wales, Aberystwyth. 

KNIGHT.—Miss P. Knight, A.L.A., Senior Assistant, 
Central Library, Trinidad, to be Assistant Librarian, 
Nigerian College of Arts, Science and Technology, 
Zaria, Nigeria. 

Leacu.—Mr. K. D. Leach, A.L.A., Chief Assistant, 
Taunton P.L., to be Borough Librarian. 

Livesry.—Mr. L. J. Livesey, A.L.A., Assistant, 
Leyland Branch, Lancs. Co.L., to be Chief Assistant, 
Leamington Spa P.L. 

Lownpes.—Mr. W. Lowndes, A.L.A., 
Borough Librarian of Bebington, to resign. 

Lucas.—Mr. S. T. Lucas, Assistant, Chester P.L., to be 
Branch Librarian, Hoole Branch Library, Chester P.L. 

MeEApDows.—Mrs. S. A. Meadows (née Barker), A.L.A., 
First Assistant, Gosforth P.L., to resign. 

MiTCHELL.—Mr. B. Mitchell, Senior Librarian, Adri- 
ance Memorial Library, Poughkeepsie, New York, to be 
Consultant on Technical Services, Vermont State Free 
P.L. Commission. 

MorrisH.—Mr. P. S. Morrish, B.A., Assistant, Green- 
wich P.L., to be Assistant Librarian, Merton College 
Library, Oxford. 

NaGy.—Mr. A. Nagy, Assistant, Lancs. Co.L., to be 
Assistant, Lewisham P.L. 

NutTraALt.—Mr. A. S. Nuttall, F.L.A., Librarian, 
George Locke Library, Toronto, to be Chief Librarian, 
Ontario Dept. of Reform Institutions, Toronto, Canada. 

PayNne.—Miss M. P. Payne, A.L.A., Assistant Chil- 
dren’s Librarian, Southwark P.L., to be Interne Librarian, 
Boys and Girls House, Toronto, 1958-1959. 

Perripes.—Miss A. L. Petrides, A.L.A., Librarian, 
Medway College of Art, to be Librarian, Camberwell 
School of Arts and Crafts. 

POCKLINGTON.—Mr. P. D. Pocklington, F.L.A., 
Deputy Borough Librarian and Curator, Chelmsford 
P.L., to be Borough Librarian of Bebington. 

Roserts.—Miss B. Roberts, A.L.A., Librarian, 
Hurlingham Secondary Girls’ School, London, to be 
Librarian, Queen's Borough P.L., New York. 

SEAGER.—Miss M. A. Seager, A.L.A., Head Office 
Librarian, The British Tabulating Machine Co. Ltd., 
to be Librarian, Grade IV, Patent Office. 

Seats.—Mr. J. H. Seals, A.L.A., Senior Assistant, 
Crossgates Branch, Leeds P.L., to be Branch Librarian, 
Nottingham P.L. 

SHEePHERD.—Mrs. B. G. K. Shepherd (née Morris), 
B.A., A.L.A., Senior Assistant, Lambeth P.L., to be 
Children’s Librarian, Battersea P.L. 

SHEPHERD.—Miss J. Shepherd, Assistant, Leicester 
P.L., to be Children’s Librarian, Aylesbury Branch, 
Bucks Co.L. 

SmitH.—Miss H. Smith, M.A., M.R.S.T., F.L.A., 
Librarian, Leeds Training College, to retire. 

Smitu.—Mr. R. J. Smith, Junior Assistant, Staly- 
bridge P.L., to be Junior Assistant, Hyde P.L. 

Soar.—Mr. G. D. E. Soar, B.A., Senior Assistant, 
University of London L., to be Assistant Librarian, 
University College, London. 

SoL_omon.—Miss J. Solomon, A.L.A., Senior Assis- 
tant, Tonbridge Branch, Kent Co. L., to be a School 
Librarian, L.C.C. Education Library Service. 

STANNARD.—Miss S. R. Stannard, Assistant, Willes- 
den P.L., to be Senior Assistant. 

STURGEON.—Miss M. Sturgeon, Assistant, Willesden 
P.L., to be Senior Assistant. 
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Taytor.—Miss H. J. Taylor, Assistant, Barnes P.L., 
to be Assistant to Information Officer, British Medical 
Journal. 

THRELFALL.—Mr. W. Threlfall, 
Librarian of Bexley, to retire. 

Truscotr.—Mr. J. E. Truscott, Assistant, Acton P.L., 
to be Senior Assistant, Battersea P.L. 

VarLey.—Mr. A. Varley, A.L.A., Senior Assistant, 
Bradford P.L., to be Branch Librarian, Wyke Branch. 

Wacker.—Mr. J. E. Walker, F.L.A., Borough 
Librarian of Hendon, has retired. 

Watton.—Mr. T. Walton, A.L.A., Librarian-in- 
charge, Commercial and Technical Library, Newcastle 
upon Tyne P.L., to be Librarian, Consett Iron Co. 

WarREN.—Miss P. M. Warren, Assistant, Richmond 
P.L., to be Senior Assistant, Battersea P.L. 

Warers.—Miss B. G. Waters, A.L.A., Assistant-in- 
charge Lending Dept., Hove P.L., to be Hangleton 


Branch Librarian. 

WATKINS.—Miss A. E. Watkins, B.Sc., A.L.A., 
Assistant, Natal Univ. L., to be Librarian, Tobacco 
Research Board of Rhodesia and Nyasaland, Salisbury, 
N. Rhodesia. 

Watson.—Mr. W. M. Watson, F.L.A., Assistant 
Librarian, Newcastle upon Tyne P.L., to be Librarian- 
in-charge, Commercial and Technical Library. 

Witxs.—Mr. I. H. Wilks, A.L.A., Assistant Branch 
Librarian, Woodward Road Branch, Barking P.L., 
to be Senior Assistant, Ministry of Housing and Local 
Government. 

WiLLIAMSON.—Mrs. P. Williamson (née Harding), 
A.L.A., Senior Assistant, Woodseats Branch, Sheffield 
P.L., to be Assistant, Staffordshire Co. L. 

WiLtox.—Mr. N. Willox, F.L.A., Deputy Borough 
Librarian of Stockton-on-Tees, to be City Librarian of 
Wakefield. 

Wintour.—Mr. B. J. C. Wintour, M.A., A.L.A., 
Senior Assistant, Medical School Library, Birmingham 
Univ.L., to be Assistant Librarian, Birkbeck College L. 

Wray.—Mr. B. W. Wray, F.L.A., County Librarian 
of Nottinghamshire, to be State Librarian of Tasmania. 

Wricut.—Mr. M. G. H. Wright, B.A., Assistant, 
ford P.L., to be Librarian, Army Central Library, 
4.E.C.B.D., N.L. 

Younc.—Mr. G. W. W. Young, B.A., A.L.A., 
Regional. Librarian, Bedworth, Warwickshire Co. L., to 
be Tutor-Librarian, Marine and Technical College, 
S. Shields. 
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EXCHANGE REQUIRED 

Librarian in Business and Trade division, Ottawa 
Public Library, desires 12-month exchange, beginning 
about 2ist September, 1959, with a librarian in a business 
or related subject library in London. For details of 
salary and terms of exchange, write: Donald G. Mutch, 
103 Blackburn Avenue, Ottawa, Canada. 

For Sale 

Collier’s Encyclopaedia. 1958 edition. £78 new. Offers 

11 Robindale Avenue, Earley, Reading. 








CRAMER’S ror MUSIC 


MUSICAL LITERATURE COMPLETE MUSIC 
AND MUSIC BINDING * SERVICE PROVIDED 


139 NEW BOND STREET, LONDON, W.! 
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Appointments Vacant 


Chartered Librarians are advised to refrain from 

applying for any post in public libraries demanding 

Registration Qualifications (A.L.A. or F.L.A.) 

which is advertised in the General or Clerical 

Divisions of the National Scales or in accordance 
with the Miscellaneous Salary Scales. 


THE UNIVERSITY OF SHEFFIELD 


Applications are invited from male graduates with 
University Library experience for a post of Sus 
LIBRARIAN, to begin duties on Ist April, 1959, or as soon 
as possible thereafter. Qualifications in Librarianship 
desirable. Salary scale £1,150 x £50—£1,350 x £75 
£1,650, with F.S.S.U. provision and family allowance 
Further particulars may be obtained from the Registrar, 
to whom applications (6 copies), including the names and 


addresses of three referees, should be sent by 20th 
December, 1958 

TECHNICAL LIBRARIAN required for Consulting 
Engineers. Applicant must be an A.L.A., interested 
in building and buildings. Duties include the main 


tenance of the technical reference library and internal 
information services, photograph and slide libraries 
Salary commensurate with experience ard ability 
Contributory pension scheme. Apply in writing before 





31st December, giving full particulars of experience to 
Ove Arup & Partners, 8 Fitzroy Street, London, W.1 
Wanted 
D.S.1.R. Lending Library Unit is anxious to obtain, 
at reasonable prices, the following periodic Offers 
should be sent to D.S.I.R. Lending Library Unit, 
20 Chester Terrace, Regents Park, London, N.W.1. 
Biological abstracts, v. 1, 1926 to 1955. 
Concrete and constructional engineering v. | 06/1920 
to 1955. 
Journal of pharmacology and experimental therapeutics, 
1930 to 1955. (Including Part 2, Pharr gical 


review, 1949 to 1955.) 


Mathematical reviews, v. 1, 1940 to 1955 


Contributions and communications (in 
Malet Place, London, W.C.1, by the 15 
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Metall. Wirtschaft, Wissenschaft, Technik, 1922 to 1944, 
1947 to 1955. (Title varies: 1922-1944, v. 1-23, 
Metallwirtschaft, Metallwissenschaft, Metallitechnik.) 

Physics, v. 1, 1933 to 1955. 

Plants, v. 1, 1925 to 1955. 

Protoplasma, v. 1, 1926 to 1955. 

Soil science, v. 1, 1916 to 1955. 

Transactions of the American 
Engineers, 1910 to 1957. 

Transactions of the Canadian Institute of Mining and 
Metallurgy and Mining Society of Nova Scotia, 
1940 to 1957. 


Institute of Mining 


Mallaber: Primer of bibliography, and Hepworth: 
Primer of assistance to readers—Miss D. Lowry, 72 
Wellington Road, Hatch End, Pinner, Middlesex. 


For teaching bibliographical research methods to 
engineering degree students: 
B.N.B., vols. for 1950, 1951, 1952, 1953, 1954. 
U.S. Catalog Books-in-print, 1928. 
C.B.1., vol. for 1928/32. 
Any vol. or parts of Science abstracts A or B, 1930 
onwards. 
Any vols. of Engineering index. 
Replies to: Librarian, College of Engineering Tech- 
nology, Eastlands, Rugby. 


Library Science Abstracts, vols. 1-5. Offers, with cost, 
to Librarian, University, Reading. 


L.A.R., vol. 39 (1937); vols. 41 (1939)-59 (1957); 
vo!. 60 (1958), Jan.-April only. Runs or single copies. 
State terms. Borough Librarian, Public Library, Yeovil, 
Somerset. 


Orchestral Scores. Will anyone wishing to dispose 
of full or miniature orchestral scores, please write to 
Arthur D. Walker, 36 Kingsmead Road, S.W.2. 


One copy Government information and the research 
worker. Reply to Purchasing Manager, Landis & Gyr 
Ltd., Elgee Works, Victoria Road, North Acton, W.3. 

For Disposal 

Palmer's Index to The Times. 1862, pts. 2-3, 1867, pt. 4, 
1868-1929 complete, 1930, pts 1, 2, 3, 1931-1940. 

Apply: Librarian, Institution of Civil Engineers, 
Great George Street, Westminster, S.W.1. 


dvertisements) should be sent to the Editor, Chaucer House, 
>» month preceding that of publication (Tel. Eus. 5856 ext. 9) 
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FOR AMERICAN BOOKS 


Searching for OUT- 


OF-PRINT books? 


We may be able to help you 


TRANS ATLANTIC BOOK SERVICE LTD. 


45 NEAL STREET - LONDON - WC2. 


TELEPHONE: COVENT GARDEN 1418 


























For Sale 


Kodak Duostat document copying equipment com- 
prising Printer to take copies up to 14 in. + 18 in., fitted 
with Venner automatic exposure timer for A.C. only, 
a Processor (14/18 model) and a small quantity of paper 
(various sizes) and processing fluids. Three years old. 
£55 (list price £113). Apply: Borough Librarian, 
Central Library, High Street, W.3. 


1955 Encyclopaedia Britannica; year books 1956, 1957; 
bound blue levantex; new condition, £70 o.n.o. Box 
100, L.A.R. 


Following the reconstruction of its Northern Branch 
building, the National Library for the Blind has for 
sale a substantial quantity of metal shelving which may 
be suitable for stacks or book stores. The shelving, 
which is in store at Stockport, may be inspected by 
arrangement with the Librarian-in-Charge of the 
Northern Branch of the National Library for the Blind, 
5 St. John Street, Manchester, 3. 








DOCUMENT NEvrENSIVE | 


FACSIMILE REPRODUCTIONS OF LETTERPRESS, 
DRAWINGS, MAPS, MUSIC, LEGAL, MILITARY 
AND OTHER RECORDS. 

ALSO PHOTOGRAPHIC COPYING OF 
PRINTS, PICTURES AND FADED PHOTOS. 


8 London Rd., Ewell, Surrey 
HAISELDEN PHOTOGRAPHY 








TRANSPARENT 
PROTECTIVE 
BOOK SLEEVES 


ADJUSTABLE — TO FIT ANY SIZE BOOK 


NO WASTE—Cut off any length required 
The success of the Morane Sleeve is 
twofold—it will fit all books (no need 
now to stock many different sizes) and 
the required length can be cut off to 
suit each book, which shows a great 
saving of material. 

The cost islow—yet the Morane Sleeve 
is efficient to handle and is a most prac- 
tical method of giving protection to 
books against finger marking, dirt and 
damage—and your books last longer. 
Wich the Morane Sleeve Roll handy, 
new books can be given protection 
immediately. 






MORANE PROTECTION § *YSIENIC.. 


Send coupon to: 
MOROL LTD. Name aoe pales. SIE 
Associate Morane 

Co., Ltd.) Address Nye nee | 
21 Woodthorpe Road 
, Set re orien Aeeneeran >a ae 
Tel. Ashford 4036/7 LAR, 6 
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14 pages 
* * 


No. 28 





THE LIBRARY 


Pamphlet No. 19 
THE ANGLO-AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATIONS 
An Historical Note on the Beginnings 
By R. D. Macleod, F.L.A. 


2s. (15. 6d. to members), post 2d. 


SPECIAL SUBJECT LISTS 
No. 27. Rubber: Natural and Synthetic 
The European Common Market 


No. 29 National Cook Books 
25. 6d. each 


ASSOCIATION 


* * 


* * 























NELSON 


Atlas of the Early Christian World 


by Professors F. van der Meer and C. Mohrmann, translated and edited by MARY F. 
HEDLUND, MA and Professor H. H. ROWLEY, DD A unique survey of Christian 
life during the first six centurics. 620 gravure plates depicting the life and art of the 
Early Christians. 42 six-colour maps on every aspect of ecclesiastical and archaeological 
geography. A three-fold commentary: (1) detailed captions to plates; (2) the author’s 
own dissertations linking visual with factual material; (¢) a systematic selection from 
contemporary writings. 24-page index. 14}” x 10}” 216 pp 70s 


Documents from Old Testament Times 


edited by D. WINTON THOMAS The Regius Professor of Hebrew in the University of 
Cambridge and other members of the Society for Old Testament Study translate and 
comment on documents from Exyptian, Assyrian, Hebrew, Aramaic and other sources 
contemporary with various books of the Old Testament. 16 half-tone plates. 


of” x 64 320 pp 185 
A History of Medicine 


by DOUGLAS GUTHRIE This new and revised edition will be welcomed by the 
enquiring general reader. Additions include notes on herbals and pharmacopoeias, 
witches and witch-hunting, mesmerista, and the history of nursing. 72 half-tone plates. 
8H" x st i+ 464 pp 425 


Catching ‘almon and Sea Trout 
by G. P. R. BALFOUR-KINN AR “'I have no hesitation in recommending it both to 


expert fishers and to budding «nd would-be anglers . . . Will become a classic.” —Sir 
Robert Bruce Lockhart. 33 ha ne plates; 3 pp. of diagrams. 
84" x58 232 pp ais 


ue ——— the first two books in a new series aga ae 


NELS::N’S NAUTICS 
Ship: in Rough Water 


by J. L. KENT This is an e> ount of the behaviour of ships in rough water and 
its influence on design. It d orehensively with ocean weather, movements of a 
ship in a sea-way, and proj in rough water conditions. The first full-scale treat- 
ment of this important top: igrams. 

By” x 6f” 296 pp 325 6d 


int-oduction to 
Dock and Narbour Engineering 


by ROLT HAMMOND This book deals with problems which confront engineers, dock 
and port authorities, and a!! who organise marine trade. It covers the forces of the sea, 
harbour planning, the equipment for submarine work, dredging, oil handling and 
mechanical engineering at ports, <1 many other topics. 12 half-tone plates; 22 diagrams. 
By” x 6f” 168 pp 255 
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“The Times’ on ‘Recordak’ 
microfilm 


focus 
on | 
history 


‘THE TIMES’ oa Microfilm 


Every extant issue of ‘The Times’, from 1785 to 1957, 
has been recorded on ‘Recordak’ microfilm. One 

whole page of the newspaper is reduced on to a 35mm 
frame — and hundreds of pages are photographed on one 
microfilm reel. ‘his represents a saving in filing 

space of more than 95°%. Microfilm is easy to transport 
or send overseas — ard it’s easy to refer to it, too, ona 
*Recordak’ Reader. For full details write to 


SRECURDARK oivision of Kodak 1d 


1-4 Beech Street, London, E.C.1. (Tel: Metropolitan 0316) 
and at 11 Peter Street, Manchester 2. (Tel: Blackfriars 6384) 





Also available on ‘Recordak’ microfilm : 

‘The Times’ Index 1906 —1954 

‘The Times’ Literary Supplement 1902 — 1957 
‘The Times’ Educational Supplement 1910 — 1957 





“Recordak’ is a registered trade-mark 


Vil 









PHOTOCOPIES 


anything— 

best of all for books, 
periodicals, papers 
in files, etc. Fully 
portable. Choice of 
document papers. 
Copies in seconds with 
CONSTAT Processor. 









Welahieltiac 


VERSATILITY 
is what YOU need 


eet 






























tne 


CONSTAT Processors ‘ 

CONTOURA Photocopiers 
Write or telephone for details to 

CONTOURA PHOTOCOPYING LTD. 

56 Islington Park Street, London, N.!. (Canonbury 








£20 (9”), £27 (14”) 
£12 to £42 












7900) 

























M)\\M 


Out of print and rare 
books 


We are pleased to announce 
that full size reproductions by 
the xerox process can now be 
made from our microfilm 
publications. Reproduction 
of out of print books, either 
full-size or in microform, can 
be made for individual re- 
quirements. Please write for 
information about this micro- 
recording service to 

















































Head Office: 
East Ardsley, 
Wakefield, Yorkshire, 


(Tal. Lofthouse Gate 3251). 


Micro Methods Ltd 






London Office: 
17 Denbigh Street, 
S.W.1 
(Tel. Tate Gallery 1505). 








Just published— 


YEARBOOK O 


The continuing search 
problems of atomic radiation 
The first year’s work of the 1 
statute reproduced in full. Th 
of the United Nations and the pe 
plex international political questio 
matters dealt with by the United 
pages, cloth. 


£4 10 ° 





1957 


THE UNITED NATIONS 








lisarmament and international endeavours to cope with 


ong the major subjects covered in this eleventh issue. 
national Atomic Energy Agency is surveyed and its 
nost comprehensive book published on the activities 
lised agencies. Its narrative accounts of the many com- 
if the year and the varied economic, social and other 
itions provide information of permanent value. 604 


(24 12 0 including postage) 


From 


H.M. Stationery Ofiice, P.O. Box 569, London, S.E.| 





(or through any bookseller) 
































TO ALL LIBRARIANS | 
Do you UNE DURAPLEX? 


THE CLEAR PLASTIC FILM FOR PROTECTIVE BOOK JACKETS 
MANUFACTURED IN ROLLS 93° x 100 YARDS 
{ALSO IN WIDTHS UP TO 48") 


THE COST? ABOUT 2d. PER JACKET 


FOR SAMPLES AND PRICES WRITE TO 


DURAPLEX (PLASTICS) LTD 


14 CAXTON ST., LONDON, S.W.! 
OR TELEPHONE ABBEY 1744/5/6 


























Reser -_——-— — 


Benlock | Limited 


We now offer a new range of 
patterned bindings for FICTION 
Crown 5vo 3s. Sd 


Also available: new cover designs with 
pleasing motifs for JUVENILE “FLATS 


BENLOCK LTD., MIDDLESBROUGH ROAD 
SOUTH BANK, MIDDLESBROUGH 


SouTH BANK 58529 





LIBRARY BOOKBINDERS & BOOKSELLERS 











CEDRIC CHIVERS Ah 


BATH 


Wish all their triends in the 


Librar\ pr TessIoON 


Happy Christmas 


a Prospé rOuUuS and peaceful 


N CV“ j Cal 











